Ospringe Parish Council


The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 3rd March 2021. Due to the COVID 19 situation and the change in regulations to allow Parish Councils to hold virtual meetings this meeting was held and accessible to councillors and the public via the Zoom.us website using the meeting ID: 819 0389 2051 Password: 122378.  The meeting commenced at 7.32 pm.
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
B Flynn-Vice Chairman
R Simmons 
H Williams
C Elworthy
A Greason

Cllr A Bowles. 
Cllr D Simmons  - arrived 7.32 pm 

K Lockwood Clerk 
Apologies:
J Dean-Kimili was not able to attend due to ongoing medical reasons.  Unanimously approved.
026/21 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]Cllrs J Dean-Kimili, A Greason, H Williams, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept.
027/21 Public Participation
Members of PFCA including the Chair were in attendance.  The Chairman highlighted that the possibility of OPC committing to participating in the funding of a new community hall is a significant undertaking, with long-term implications and hopefully benefits for both the parish council and the community. The significance is such that the council has to ensure due diligence and accountability throughout, with a full and documented audit trail.  The Chairman reported that the councillor sub group meeting had produced a first draft road map, to be used as a guide for the matters that need to be considered or done. It would be expanded upon and used as a framework. It was acknowledged that some of the items on the road map overlap. 

It was agreed to rename the agenda items in future as “Community Hall Funding Request” as not all of any funding would necessarily come from a PWLB loan. It was also resolved that OPC remains supportive in principle of a sustainable new community hall in line with the letter it had sent in January 2019 - this resolution was deemed appropriate as part of an audit trail for any funding rovided through the parish council. 

A meeting was agreed with the Chair of PFCA to discuss the road map for 17th March and some of the information required by the roadmap.  The Chair of PFCA offered to share any further information and also informed the council of the passing of the Vice Chair of PFCA. Cllr B Flynn acknowledged the work that the Vice Chair had done and that it was sad news. 

A member of the public attended to introduce the plans for New Barns Farm on Box Lane that she had just purchased.  She briefly explained her plans for a workshop and environmental business and welcomed feedback.  The Chairman thanked the member of the public for attending and advised her that looking at the Supplementary Ospringe Parish Council design statement may be useful.
028/21 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd February 2021.
029/21 Matters arising
20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Application: - The Parish Council understands that Historic England will not get involved with the application but some residents are taking this up with Helen Whately MP.

Highway Matters: The dip is now significant in Painters Forstal Road, it has not yet been seen to. 
Action: The Chairman to liaise with Clerk about reporting it on the KCC Portal.  

In Porters Lane, the well-used passing bay about 50-70 metres beyond the last house coming from the Brogdale Road has developed a rut in it from cars trying to exit the passing space. The Chairman had spoken to the Area Surveyor about it who had advised that it would need to be reported via the KCC portal.
Action: The Chairman to report the matter via KCC portal

Rural Lanes:- The Chairman had received a response from the Chair of Sheldwich & Badlesmere PC who would be willing to work with OPC to address the issues of inappropriate parking of people wanting to view the poppy field, as evidenced last year , and the overuse of the rural lanes by traffic and HGVs.  
Action: The Chairman to liaise with the Chairman of Sheldwich & Badlesmere PC
Action: The Chairman to write to Michael Payne at Kent Highways about more signage at the A251 end of Porters Lane, and include signage for Plumford Lane and Vicarage Lane.
Action: The Chairman to draft an email to the Cabinet member for Highways at KCC, cc ing Cllr A Bowles regarding inappropriate use of rural lanes. 

The Council briefly discussed the planned closure of the A251 due to the works on and around the A2 junction.  The previous closure in 2020 had a significant impact on Porters and Plumford Lanes in terms of increase in use by traffic.  The Council discussed whether opening the through road on the Perry Court development would ease the pressure on the rural lanes. 
Action: The Chairman would keep the council up to date.

A member of the public left the meeting 8.11 pm

The Council discussed the following possible measures to prevent speeding traffic through the Parish; gateways at the entrances to the Parish; flashing speeding signs; more prominent anti speeding signage on the existing Painters Forstal sign; and use of Speed Watch.  The Parish Council agreed that any further steps taken would be part of a holistic package of measures.

Cllr H Williams reported that he had been in contact with Lorry Watch who had advised that they could supply signs for varied prices and a reporting system whereby residents and the Parish Council could report incidents.  Lorry Watch would then report them to the haulage company.  
Action: Cllr H Williams to send the email communication to all councillors.  This would be further discussed at the next meeting. 

A member of the public left the meeting 8.15 pm 

Lighting: -The work on Column L in Bayfield had been carried out.  It is now set back from the kerb.
Action: The Chairman to give Cllr H Williams the contract with the existing maintenance company

Playground:-. Swale BC had inspected the tree that had shed a branch in May and reported no concerns but will look at it again when it is in leaf.

Site Assessments & Local Plan:-  The consultation period had been extended.  Hard copies are available for free now. The Parish Council will meet on 10th March to draw thoughts together with another potential meeting after that.

Virtual Parish Council meetings:- The Parish Council unanimously agreed to take out a yearly Zoom subscription and to take up the generous offer of a Swale Ward members grant by Cllr D Simmons. The application form would be sent to the Clerk.

CountryEye issues:-CountryEye is currently working. Cllr D Simmons had raised the issue with Swale BC.

030/21 Parish Councillor vacancies
The Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits willing to demonstrate commitment. There were still two vacancies to be filled. 

031/21 Standing Orders & Financial Regulations 
Both documents continue to be a work in progress.
Action: The Chairman and Clerk to discuss 

Online Banking:-Cllr B Flynn enquired as to whether there are any further updates on this matter.
Action: Clerk to send Internal Auditors email to Cllr B Flynn.
Action: Cllr B Flynn and the Chairman to meet and consider online banking arrangements and review the Financial Regulations. 
Action: Chairman to check the current Financial Regs which will need amendment.

Graham Middle & Syndale Park proposed care home planning application:-
Action: The Chairman to verify the information in Mr Middle’s email about the assertion that the 2008 consent was granted. 
032/21 GDPR and Website Review 
The Chairman and Cllr B Flynn had attended a KALC Website accessibility and GDPR course. As a result Cllr B Flynn had updated the website and the website Accessibility Statement and reported that both were compliant with the Accessibility Regulations.  Cllr B Flynn proposed that the council engage Satswana  Limited, a company that could act as Data Protection Officer for the Council and who would ensure that the Council were GDPR compliant.  The Council unanimously agreed to engage Satswana for £150.00 plus VAT a year. This is an unbudgeted item.  The Chairman thanked Cllr B Flynn for his efforts.

Cllr A Bowles joined the meeting 8.40 pm

For councillors still having trouble with their accounts Cllr C Elworthy advised to recreate settings on their accounts.  The councillor email accounts are almost up and running. The Chairman thanked Cllr C Elworthy for his assistance with the matter. 

A member of the public joined the meeting 8.50 pm
033/21 Risk Assessment
This is reviewed on an annual basis.  The Risk Assessment is fit for purpose with a few minor amendments which the Chairman ran through. The parish Council unanimously agreed the amendments.  It was agreed that an annual request to the bank for a list of authorised signatories should be made and incorporated into the Risk Assessment to provide assurance of control of cheque signatories. 
Action: The Chairman to add the amendments and send the documents to Cllr B Flynn to post on the website.
034/21 Allotments
At the end of the allotment year notice will be served on two plot holders. Some plots have or will become vacant and these will be offered to applicants on the waiting list.  There a number of financial commitments going forward in addition to the rent increase: the kissing gate purchase and installation, fencing, rubbish removal, track repairs and the purchase of a new mower.
Savills in the rent review had proposed their final best offer of £1,700.00.
The Parish Council unanimously agreed to accept the rent increase of £1,700.00 which would need to be passed on to allotment holders. 
Action: The Chairman to ask whether the rent increase could come into force in April 2021 rather than be backdated to October 2020. 
035/21 PWLB loan 
This item was dealt with under Public Participation.
036/21 Planning 
The Clerk had circulated a list of planning applications before the meeting.
Planning applications for consideration:

21/500573/NMAMD. Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA  Non Material Amendment - 1). Changing the escape and main stair external doors from a leaf and half to a single leaf (clouded in red on the east & west elevations). 2). Increasing the height of the small extension to the RHS of the main entrance to simplify the cladding detail and improve the aesthetic lines of the elevations (clouded in red on the north elevation) subject to 18/502735/FULL. No comment

21/500500/SUB: Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details to discharge condition 4 (Building Details) of planning permission 18/502735/FULL. No comment.

21/500641/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA  Submission of details to discharge Condition 13 (Staff travel plan), Condition 14 (Electric charging facilities), Condition 15 (Visibility splays), Condition 26 (Operation and maintenance manual), Condition 27 (Verification report), Condition 28 (plant and equipment) and Condition 36 (Bat sensitive lighting scheme) of planning permission 18/502735/FULL. No comment

21/500445/TCA Coldstream Cottage Whitehill Faversham ME13 0DW.   Conservation Area Notification - T1 & T2 - Beech (Fagus Sylvatica) located in the front garden. The two trees have been left unmanaged from the rest of the beech hedge and are now interfering with overhead cables. Two trees to be taken back down the just below hedge height and allowed to grow into existing hedgerow.T3 - Conifer (Thuja Sp.) Located in back garden alongside outbuilding to be felled because due overcrowding Crab apple.T4 - Holly (Ilex aquifolium variegata) Located in back garden next to Ginkgo to be heavily reduced to fence height to allow Ginkgo more light. We comment as follows: we have no objections if Swale Borough Council's tree officer is in agreement with the proposals.

21/500896/FULL Zandweg Mutton Lane Ospringe Faversham ME13 8UH.  Erection of two storey side extension and loft conversion with pitched dormer windows to front and rear elevations (Resubmission of 20/506049/FULL). We comment as follows: We find the design proposed in the resubmission to be an improvement. However, we are concerned about the significant size of the habitable floor area.  We also find it to be out of balance with the adjoining semi detached property. If the application were to be permitted then we feel that it would place significant pressure on parking as there is no provision for extra parking in the proposal.

Planning Applications pending
20/506079/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 9 (Crime Prevention through Environmental Design) Subject to 17/506603/REM

20/505930/FULL Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe ME13 0RH.  Demolition of existing function room replacement with new function room. New entrance doors.  

21/500119/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA. Submission of details to discharge Condition 27 (Drainage Verification Report) of planning permission 18/502735/FULL
[bookmark: _Hlk64743271]
20/505625/FULL 2 Queen Court Barn Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA.  Erection of an outbuilding. 

21/500412/TCA Forge Cottage Whitehill Faversham ME13 0DW.  Conifer (T1) - Fell because root structure is damaging path, Leylandii (G1) - Fell 34no. Leylandii because the hedge has not been managed and outgrown the garden and shading out better specimens. 21/500467/TCA Forge Cottage Whitehill Faversham ME13 0DW. Application for works to trees in a Conservation area - Leylandii group (G1) - Fell and Remove trees. 

Just outside the Parish Boundary 

21/500388/TCA.  1 Queen Court Cottages Mutton Lane Ospringe ME13 8UB.  Conservation Area Notification - Remove 2x branches leaning across Mutton Lane. 
2
1/500420/TCA 59 Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8TU.  Conservation Area Notification - Remove 1x Fir Tree as the roots have damaged the footpath.

20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe ME13 8XU Outline planning application for mixed-use development comprising a nursery school and flexible workshop/business units (all matters reserved except access).

20/501715/FULL Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8RY.  Erection of 45 residential dwellings including associated landscaping, access and infrastructure. Amended plans 14.10.20 and 16.10.20.

20/504923/SUB Land At Perry Court Ashford Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 5 (Crime Prevention) Condition 6 (Extraction, Filtration, Air Conditioning, Ventilation or Refrigeration Equipment) Condition 25 (Cycle Parking) Condition 30 (Bat Sensitive Lighting Scheme) and Condition 31 (Ecological Enhancements) Subject to 18/503057/FULL.

20/504528/SUB Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent ME9 0LB.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 12 (details of floodlighting, security lighting or other external lighting) in relation to planning permission 19/504117/FULL.

19/502484/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Proposed conversion of existing outbuilding Block 4 to retail use (class A1), replacement of outbuilding Block 5 with a two storey building to form 6no. retail units with office/storage space above, and erection of a covered walkway and lean to extension to Block 1 and associated parking. Erection of new bund to M2 with associated site works.  Revised Plans. 

20/501936/FULL Land At Perry Court Local Centre (Plot 4) Tettenhall Way Faversham Kent ME13 8XN. Erection of a retail terrace (Classes A1, A2, A3, A5 and D1). Amended Plans  04.08.2020
[bookmark: _Hlk49018678]
20/503107/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 5 (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design) Condition 13 (Staff Travel Plan) Condition 14 (Electric Charging Facilities) Condition 23 (Infiltration of Surface Water Drainage into the Ground) Condition 26 (Operation and Maintenance Manual for the Proposed Sustainable Drainage) Condition 28 (Extraction or Filtration Equipment, Air Conditioning, Heating, Ventilation or Refrigeration Equipment) and Condition 36 (External Lighting Scheme) Subject to 18/502735/FULL.

20/500918/SUB. Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3 (Materials) Condition 6 (Renewable and Energy Saving Measures) Condition 12 (Cycle Storage) Condition 17 (Hard Landscape Works) Condition 25 (Sustainable Surface Water Drainage Scheme) and Condition 39 Part 1 (Archaeological Field Evaluation Works) Subject to 18/502735/FULL  

20/501146/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details pursuant to conditions 7 (construction and environmental method statement), 18 (landscaping details), and 21 (piling works or other foundation design utilising penetrative methods) of application 18/502735/FULL

20/500397/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 2 (Details of car parking for the sports pitch, including the siting, number of spaces type of surface treatment, and measures to deter use other than in connection with the sports pitch) in relation to planning permission 17/506603/REM. 

19/502855/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details and drawings pursuant to condition 13 (section/detail drawings) for planning permission 17/506603/REM.

20/504013/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3 - Full details and sections of the above ground plant at the pumping station on the northern boundary of the site subject to 17/506603/REM. 

There are other extant Perry Court applications.

SBC Decisions:

21/500254/LAWPRO.   5 Brogdale Farm Cottages Brogdale Road Ospringe Faversham Kent: Lawful Development Certificate (Proposed) for removal of existing conservatory (granted planning permission under SW/03/0996) and erection of single storey rear extension. Permitted.

20/505438/FULL 2 Little Kennaways Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0AB.Part retrospective application for the construction of an agricultural barn. Permitted.

20/506049/FULL Zandweg Mutton Lane Ospringe ME13 8UH. Erection of a single storey side extension and loft conversion with pitched dormer windows to front and rear elevations.  Refused.

19/504263/FULL Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe ME13 0RH.  Erection of a first and second floor mansard roof extension to the main hotel building and a first floor mansard roof extension to The Mews building to provide a further 10no. bedrooms. 19/504263/FULL Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe ME13 0RH.  Erection of a first and second floor mansard roof extension to the main hotel building and a first floor mansard roof extension to The Mews building to provide a further 6 no. bedrooms.  Amended details received 22-01-21 Approved.

19/506013/OUT. Brogdale Collections Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8XU. Outline Application with scale matters sought for proposed visitor information and learning centre to replace existing accommodation at Brogdale Farm. Permitted.

Planning Inspectorate Appeals:

APP/V2255/C/18/3202648 Horseshoe Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Appeal against Enforcement Notice Non-compliance of condition 2 of planning permission 15/505252/FULL. In progress. 

APP/V2255/W/20/3247917.  1 Dawsons Row Water Lane . Swale BC ref: 19/505426/Full Change of use of land to residential garden. Erection of two storey rear extension and detached garage with room above (resubmission of 19/500343/FULL) In progress

Planning Inspectorate Appeals decisions:

APP/V2255/W/20/3253055. Black Cottages Mutton Lane. Swale BC ref: 19/504417/FULL.  Appeal Lodged with the Planning Inspectorate for Erection of 2no. dwellings as replacement of former dwellings, with associated car port.  Permitted. 
037/21 Finance
Payments for Approval: -

OPC Current Account
Chq no 1498 VOID
[bookmark: _Hlk28889886]Chq no 1499 To K Lockwood reimbursement for stamps £14.77 
Chq no 1500 To K Lockwood reimbursement for Zoom meeting for February only £14.39
Chq no 1501 To KALC for Website Accessibility Regulations and GDPR course for Cllrs B Flynn & A Keel £84.00
Chq no 1502 To K Lockwood for Clerk’s pay January -March 2021 £626.40
Chq no 1503 To Streetlights Ltd for replacement and repositioning of Column L, Bayfield £960.00 
Chq no 1504 To Swale Borough Council for mowing £214.27
Chq no 1505 To Cllr C Elworthy reimbursement for Council email set up using Hostinguk.net £23.99
Chq no 1506 To Cllr C Elworthy reimbursement for Certification for email set up using Hostinguk.net £17.93
Retrospective Approval 
Chq no 1497 To the Allotment Account for VAT reclaim £911.72. 

Receipts: None to report

Allotment Account
Payments for Approval:-
Chq no 0341 To a Hoile for clearing Allotments £50.00

Receipts: None to report 

EDF bills:- Bill for £226.77  including VAT for Period 1st October -31st December 2020.

The Council unanimously agreed not to take up the subscription to Rural Kent for £55 from 1st April 2021-31st March 2022.
038/21 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk
039/21 Members’ reports
The Swale Area Committee meeting Cllr R Simmons will try and attend.
Cllr R Simmons has agreed to continue to be trustee for the Lorenden Park on behalf of the Parish Council.
040/21 Any other business
Cllr A Greason reported that the Swale Litter Squad could loan out litter picking equipment.  Cllr A Greason would send the link to the group to Cllr B Flynn to put on the Parish Council website. Cllr R Simmons would like a grabber for picking up litter and there was a short discussion as to whether the Parish Council should purchase some.  Cllr C Elworthy reported an empty salt bin which had been refilled. He also asked whether it would be possible to get some more salt bins for the Parish. There are some big hills in the Parish with no Salt Bins. Cllr C Elworthy would send a list of suggested locations to other councillors.  The Parish Council briefly discussed gritting routes in the Parish. Cllr A Bowles provided a contact at KCC to investigate applying for varying the gritting routes.

The meeting ended at 10.02 pm.  
Extraordinary Parish Council meeting 10th March 2021
Next ordinary Parish Council meeting: 7th April 2021
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