Ospringe Parish Council 

_____________________________________________________________________

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 7th September 2011 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



B Flynn

A Gillatt

C Hudson



R Taylor

L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:
J Dean-Kimili 
R Simmons



Cllr A Bowles 
Cllr C Prescott

72/11
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted on 13th July 2011.
73/11
Matters Arising

Brogdale – Swale Licensing Enforcement Officer had provided a brief report to the Council of the 28th/29th May event. Meanwhile CUT had again written to the Parish Council about further events that had taken place and urging the Parish Council to write to Swale on their behalf; it was noted that the Parish Council had in fact been in contact with Swale Enforcement regularly over Brogdale, and that Swale were holding a meeting on 7th September to discuss and would keep the Council informed.  It was agreed that Cllr Flynn would co-ordinate with the Enforcement Officer over Brogdale events.  Also, the Chairman had been in contact with Brogdale’s new events co-ordinator Bernie Caulfield about arranging the escorted site visit of councillors.  It is hoped this will go ahead in early October, for report back to the next parish council meeting.  Chairman will respond to CUT.

Swale Core strategy/A2 Steering Group – CllrHudson reported this has been renamed the A2 Action Group with Cllr Andy Hudson as Secretary.  Input is being sought from the parish councils affected, giving their ideas of the best way forward for the northern relief road. Chairman and Cllr Hudson to formulate a response on behalf of the Council.

Speeding in the Parish / Water Lane issues – Clerk had received no response from Newnham about the mobile speed indicator so Chairman will attempt to contact them.  Issues in Water Lane were deferred until Cllr Dean-Kimili was available.

Stalisfield Road junction – Slight improvement in visibility was noted, in terms of cutting back of vegetation.

Footpath by side of chapel – Michael Ellis of KCC Footpaths has arranged for 15 risers to be inserted, work to be undertaken in October.

Ospringe, Ontario website – it was agreed, particularly in current economic circumstances, not to take this further or to make contact.


Website and Facebook page – Cllr Flynn had set up a Facebook page and urged Councillors to join it.  It could be run in tandem with a revitalised website, with Cllr Flynn taking the lead on both. Ex-Cllr John Griffin is interested in volunteering to keep the website updated and the Chairman will contact him to discuss.  The Clerk had booked two places on the KCC web training day but will try to increase to 4 places, for Chairman, Cllr Flynn, Cllr Hudson and Mr Griffin.
74/11
Parish Councillor Vacancies


The Clerk’s role and that of parish councillors was discussed.  It was agreed that wherever possible individual Councillors could become more involved, working together in teams where appropriate on items of importance to the parish. It would greatly benefit the Council to have a full complement so the Chairman again urged everyone to keep looking for suitable individuals to fill the two vacancies.


75/11
Planning


Kent Down AONB had sent a Guide to Good Practice in Managing Land for Horses. All Councillors to review this copy, but it is also available to download free from www.kentdowns.org.uk.

Swale Enforcement – Swale are undertaking a review of  the services provided by their Enforcement section and have circulated a proposed strategy and service level charter for response by 31st October. This will be an agenda item at the next OPC meeting and also will be discussed at Swale LEFs.  Clerk to circulate to Councillors.


KALC – notification of 3 current planning consultations 1) local planning regulations, 2) Draft National planning policy framework, and 3) proposals for business rate retention.  Clerk to forward to Chairman.


Journal of Local Planning circulated a useful update on the National Planning Policy Framework.  It is important that councils look at developing a neighbourhood plan.


Tootsie Farm, Elverland.  The refusal to permit either a temporary or permanent extension to the caravan permission is being appealed.  The Chairman responded to the Inspector by the due date of 2nd September.


Land opposite Woodside – Clerk had written to Swale Enforcement with the parish council’s concerns but no response had been received as yet.


Tony Dengate/cherry orchard – Mr Dengate had written to the Clerk informing her that it seemed residents of Mummery Court were continuously trespassing on his land. Clerk informed him she was unable for legal reasons to supply electronically information from the electoral roll to him.




Land to side of Baybank – residents had complained of overhanging vegetation making it difficult to bring their bins to the front. Chairman to do a land search for the owners.

TP/1/0057 – Bramley House, Brogdale Rd.  Reduce holly tree by 30%.  No objections.


SW/11/0933 – The Granary, Plumford Lane.  Reconstruction of conservatory roof. No objections.


SW/11/0654 – 6 The Bungalows, Brogdale.  Consent granted but with Conditions.

PN/11/0017 – 2 Little Kennaways agricultural barn.  The application has been withdrawn.


SW/11/0670 – 1 The Stables, Hansletts Farm. Extension to parking and associated fencing.  Certificate of lawfulness granted.

SW/11/0618 – 3 Scotts Farm Cottages, Hansletts Lane.  Erection of single storey garden building.  Certificate of lawfulness granted.

TC/11/0050 Syndale Park Fitness Club – fell one sycamore and eight conifers.  Permission granted.

76/11
Finance


Receipts:


KCC Cllr Bowles’s community fund for Jacobs engineers’ report
£1,021.87


Payments:


AON Insurance underpayment of annual payment
£5.00

Direct Tech annual maintenance 2011-12 payment 2 of 4
£190.80

ROSPA Play Safety annual playground inspection report
£98.40

(Clerk had been asked to cancel the inspection but was unable to do so in time)


Allotments Account:

Chairman’s expenses (includes £10.00 strimming fee paid to contractor)
£20.00
77/11
The future of Champion Hall

Cllrs Hudson and Flynn reported on recent developments. The Methodist Church no longer require the building and have offered the parish two alternatives 1) Lease the building for 3 years or 2) Purchase, based on a guide price. A steering group has been formed which is looking at ways the village could keep on the hall, and meanwhile has written to the Church expressing an interest.  There are various proposals for use including a community shop and drop-in centre as well as using the hall for events. The Village Amenities Committee, already a registered charity, intends to combine with the steering group and put its funds towards this initiative.  The Chairman and Parish Council wholeheartedly welcomed the efforts being made to keep the hall as a village amenity.

78/11
Correspondence


Swale Rural Forum – notification of next meeting to be held 11th October.


Iwade Parish Council had circulated a paper about the amount of housing proposed in the Swale Core Strategy and seeking support for a campaign against. Chairman to peruse.

ROSPA Play Safety Inspection report – no issues with playground equipment.


KALC Swale Area Committee agenda for meeting 5th September. No OPC rep could attend.


KCC Countryside Access Improvement Plan consultation deadline is 30th September.


Swale BC – Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 2012. There will be a 4 day Bank Holiday in June.  Local areas can consider lighting of beacons.


Boundary Commission – review of councillor/residents ratio (no changes for Ospringe)


Swale – notification of Local Democracy Week 12-14 September.


Swale – polling station review (the Champion Hall is Ospringe’s current polling station)


Mid Kent Downs Steering Group – Notification of next meeting 15th September.


Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Rural News.  Notification of AGM to be held 13th October.


KALC – notification of Finance Conference to be held on 7th October.


Kent Science Park Update – to Cllr Taylor


CPRE Fieldwork  to Chairman then Cllr Hudson


Oast to Coast – to Cllr Gillatt, with ‘community halls insert to Cllr Flynn.


CPRE Countryside Voice – to Chairman

79/11
Members’ Reports 

Cllr Hudson reported on the last Mid Kent Downs Steering Group.  The group has refurbished a pond for wildlife at Wilgate Green.
80/11
Any Other Business

Cllr Gillatt reported another missing post from the green. Chairman to handle.
Next Meeting: Wednesday 5th October 2011
Meeting closed at 22.35 
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