Ospringe Parish Council 

_____________________________________________________________________

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 7th January 2009 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:
A Keel – Chairman


C Hudson  

C Prescott

M Seaman


R Simmons


L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:
A Gillatt 

J Newitt 

R Taylor
01/09
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted on 10th December 2008.
02/09
Matters Arising


New Model Publication Scheme

Under the Freedom of Information Act it is now a requirement that all parish councils adopt a Model Publication Scheme and provide information to the public accordingly.  


It was Resolved to adopt the Model Publication Scheme for Parish, Town and Community Councils as approved by the Information Commissioners.  This scheme will now be promoted by Ospringe Parish Council using the Guide to Information.
03/09
Parish Councillor Vacancies


Despite Councillors encouraging parishioners, no progress has been made.  Clerk to advertise again in parish magazine.
04/09
Planning


NHS Kent Primary Care Trust – notification of approval of pharmacy application, Tesco Faversham.


TC/08/0100 Arbory House, Water Lane.  Removal of leylandii.  No objections

SW/08/1285 The Old House, Painter’s Forstal – application for Listed Building consent to alterations.  No objections.
05/09
Finance


Audit Commission (audit 2007/08)
£138.00


Andrew Keel – Chairman’s expenses
£35.00


Clerk pay 46 hrs Oct-Dec 2008 plus pay increase on 103 hrs
£418.32
06/09
Precept

Projected accounts for the current year end were presented and proposals for setting the precept were discussed, based on 08/09 figures.

As the 2008 election was not in fact contested, and also as a result of prudent Council expenditure, projected outgoings in 2008/2009 are expected to be lower than actually budgeted, at approximately £4,300 (excluding subsidiarity and lighting).  It was therefore agreed - also bearing in mind the general economic climate - that it would be possible to actually reduce the precept for 2009/10, but recognising that this would be on a “tight” budget and it may therefore prove necessary to draw on reserves if expenditure exceeded the budgeted figures.


It was Resolved to set the precept for 2009/10 at £4,500, a decrease of 10% on the 08/09 precept.
07/09
Correspondence

Reply from Swale Planning about signs for Willow Farm Equestrian Centre: these will be the brown tourism signs.


Reply from Graham Thomas at Swale about fly posting: this matter is in hand.  Chairman to ask him for an update.


KALC: minutes of December 2008 meeting of Swale Area Committee – passed to Cllrs Hudson and Simmons.


Email from Swale BC about new Faversham Local Engagement Forum: Clerk to advertise on noticeboard and on website


KALC update re speed review.


Letter from KCC offering meetings with Cllr Andrew Bowles. It was agreed to specifically invite him to a future Council meeting.


Letters from Lyons Electrical and Ringway Lighting offering street lighting maintenance. Clerk to provide them with information about our lighting.


Brochure from Kent Parks Ltd, a grounds maintenance company.


Update from SEERA on S E Plan


Parish News to all Councillors
08/09
Members’ Reports: 


There were no members’ reports.
09/09
Dates of Meetings in 2009/10


The following meeting dates were agreed, all on a Wednesday at 7.30pm:

	4th February
	15th July

	4th March
	2nd September

	1st April
	7th October

	6th May 
(Annual Parish Meeting)
	4th November

	20th May 
(Annual Parish Council Meeting)
	9th December

	10th June
	6th January 2010

	
	


10/09
Any Other Business

None.

Next Meeting: Wednesday 4th February 2009 at 7.30pm 

Meeting closed at 10.20 pm
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