Ospringe Parish Council 

_____________________________________________________________________

The Annual Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 10th June 2009 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



A Gillatt 
R Simmons


M Seaman


R Taylor 



L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:

C Hudson

J Newitt



C Prescott
The meeting was attended by a member of the public who may be interested in the parish councillor vacancy.
54/09
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted on 20th May 2009.
55/09
Matters Arising


New Model Publication Scheme – Clerk to progress and place on the website.

Flyposting – Swale BC is in correspondence with Brogdale about the proliferation of signs.


Porters Lane traffic issues – The Chairman had spoken to Kent Highways who, along with other county councils, are approaching satnav companies about vehicles being directed along inappropriate routes.  Also unfortunately due to spending constraints Porters Lane is not their priority for signage etc.  However, the Chairman will write again to Kent Highways about the problems.

Street lighting maintenance contract  Direct Tech had sent a revised contract and invoice, which the Chairman will peruse before final agreement.
56/09
Lorenden Trust parish councillor vacancy

Chairman will write to the Trust about the vacancy.
57/09
Parish Councillor Vacancies


The council is in contact with someone who may be interested; meanwhile, efforts to fill the two parish councillor vacancies will continue.

58/09
Annual governance and audit

The Parish Council received the Internal Auditor’s report for the year 2008/9, which was very satisfactory; the auditor reminded the Council that we still need to adopt revised financial regulations: Chairman to progress.
59/09
Planning

SW/08/1326 New Barns, Box Lane – Erection of riding area.  Swale Planning enforcement have been in touch with the owner to say that the replacement hay barns do require planning approval.  Clerk to write to Planning to say the Council is concerned that any infringement of planning legislation should be addressed if necessary by means of a retrospective application, and would the enforcement team specifically consider whether there is any evidence of commercial use being carried out or being planned to be carried out.

SW/09/0469  3 Scotts Farm Cottages: 2 storey side/rear extension. No objections but the Council would like the external features to match and complement the existing dwellings.

SW/09/0405  The Oaks, Abbotts Hill: conversion of existing garage to residential. No objections.

SW/09/0318 4 Parsonage Oast. Planning permission refused for replacement upvc windows and conservatory.

Notification from Swale Planning to National Apple Collection at Brogdale that planning permission is not required for erection of two porta-cabins linked together.
60/09
Finance


Payments:


Kevin Funnell re internal audit 2008/9
£80.00

Allianz re insurance 2009/10

£909.62


Allotments

Alan Gidlow allotment officer expenses May 09
£10.04
61/09
Correspondence


Travellers had been on the cherry orchard but had left after a week: their rubbish had been bagged up and was due to be collected by Swale BC.

Email from local parishioner re: 1) litter and rubbish on the track leading to the allotments – OPC does not have responsibility for this track, but Clerk will contact the headmistress of Ospringe School to see if they could undertake a litterpick of the area (not allotments) as has been done by Eastling school.  Next year we will try to extend the litterpick down to Water Lane, but this is dependent on availability of volunteers.  2) Millers House fallen tree branches – Clerk had written but received no response to date.  3) Dog fouling on public footpath at allotments: Clerk had received info from Swale that supply of a dog bin would cost £200.00, fitting £25.00 and annual emptying charge £90.00.  Chairman to discuss this with allotments officer before a decision is made.

Email from Cllr Newitt re Pat Macey, Ospringe parish oldest resident who has been in hospital: Chairman to arrange for a card to be sent to her from the parish council.

ROSPA: notification of annual playground safety inspection in July. Cllr Gillatt asked about the matting at the playground: it was agreed to await the ROSPA report before making a decision on playground repairs etc possibly using the subsidiarity fund.


Mid Kent Downs Countryside Partnership newsletter and leaflet on discovering traditional orchards.  Clerk to write to Dick Harman, chairman of Lorenden Trust, asking if a traditional orchard would be a suitable project for the Trust to consider.

KALC: information on training for Power of Wellbeing ,which is not currently relevant to OPC

Swale BC: Core Strategy information workshops


Swale BC Faversham Local Engagement Forum – agenda for meeting 09/06/09


Swale BC - reminder from Monitoring Officer that Swale must be notified of any changes to the Register of Council Members’ Personal Interests.


Kent BTCV re local tree warden scheme, asking for a donation of £100.00.  Agreed not to contribute.  Also information on their similar local Pond Warden scheme.  Cllr Taylor again commented on the number of trees in a dangerous condition in hedgerows or by the road around Belmont.  Clerk again to write to the Belmont estate office asking them to check and action any trees posing a danger to users of the public highway.


Action with Communities in Rural Kent – reminder that funding is available for projects to improve community life.


Bourne Amenities – brochure


Southern Water – Performance Report 2008/9.


CPRE Fieldwork

KCC Speed Limit Review Overview Report.  Clerk to write to them asking if the national proposals to limit speed to 50mp on national single carriageways, unless there is special justification for a higher speed limit, will affect the initial report findings in any way.

KCC Statement of Community Involvement Scoping Consultation on those town and country planning issues for which KCC has responsibility.  Their enclosed questionnaire to be considered at next OPC meeting.
62/09
Members’ Reports


There were no Members’ Reports.
63/09
Any Other Business


Cllr Gillatt had spotted some very large mobile homes being transported on lorries around the parish – Councillors to be aware of anything untoward in respect of Planning issues.

Jean Newman, who had served for many years on the Parish Council, has passed away. Chairman to arrange for a card to be sent from the Parish Council.


The Clerk is unable to attend the next parish council meeting on Wed 15th July so it was agreed to change the date to 16th July.

Next Meeting: THURSDAY 16th July 2009 at 7.30pm 

Meeting closed at 9.00 pm
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