Ospringe Parish Council


The Extraordinary Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 10th March 2021. Due to the COVID 19 situation and the change in regulations to allow Parish Councils to hold virtual meetings this meeting was held and accessible to councillors and the public via the Zoom.us website using the meeting ID: 819 1704 6882 Password: 665822.  The meeting commenced at 7.32 pm.
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
B Flynn-Vice Chairman
R Simmons 
H Williams
C Elworthy

Cllr A Bowles. 

K Lockwood Clerk 
Apologies:
J Dean-Kimili was not able to attend due to ongoing medical reasons.  Unanimously approved.
A Greason due to ongoing work commitments. Unanimously approved.

Cllr D Simmons 
041/21 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]Cllrs J Dean-Kimili, A Greason, H Williams, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept. Dispensations were deemed not directly relevant to this extraordinary meeting.
042/21 Public Participation
There were two members of the public in attendance to observe the meeting.
043/21 Planning 
21/501037/FULL. Crossway Cottages Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0DU. Erection of a single storey rear extension. No Objections.
044/21 Local Plan Review 
The Chairman read out a summary of points extracted from the Local Plan and supplementary documents to provide a guide to aid councillors’ considerations, to help the Parish Council formulate their response to the Local Plan. 

· Housing numbers given by Swale BC – does Ospringe PC agree with the numbers? 
· Amount of employment land given by Swale BC- does Ospringe PC agree?
· The local countryside gap – east of Water Lane & west of Brogdale Road
· Impact on Ospringe Parish of development in Teynham  (the “area of opportunity”)
· Air Quality 
· Village development & what this should be – does OPC agree with Swale BC’s principles?
· Development east of Faversham –including proposal for the Duchy of Cornwall land
· The effect of development on rural lanes
· Gypsy & Traveller accommodation – there is a large number of sites in the Parish
· Consider DM 8 the Rural Economy
· The Transport Strategy linked with infrastructure
· Sustainability
All agreed that the points highlighted by the Chairman should be considered and that sustainability should be the underlying thread in the Parish Council’s response.

There was a short discussion about the housing numbers.  Cllr H Williams felt that it is a big percentage increase, not evidence based.  Cllr R Simmons noted that an extra 20 % via windfalls could come in after the Local Plan was agreed.  There was concern that 47% of new housing is proposed for Faversham and south east Swale. All were concerned at the large increase in housing numbers which may no longer be required after the Government changed the algorithm.

Cllr C Elworthy felt that the approach to strategic green corridors in the Local Plan could have an implication on Syndale; that OPC should look at the policy regarding  keeping & grazing of horses, due to the number of horses in the Parish and arable: that OPC should consider the sections on agriculture and that there is no reference to  top fruit agriculture. 

Cllr B Flynn agreed that the Parish Council should consider the importance of agriculture to Swale when making its response and Swale BC’s proposals to build houses on agricultural land when other areas might be available. Cllr B Flynn also highlighted DM 8 2.1.8 and felt that the Parish Council should consider whether it agreed with the statement in the Local Plan that it would be difficult to build more houses in the Sittingbourne area. Cllr B Flynn drew the Parish Council’s attention to the fact the Local Plan outlines potential for growth in the Faversham area but that it also acknowledges the constraints of biodiversity in the north, south and west, flooding risk, landscape designations and heritage assets in DM 8 2.1.9. Therefore, Cllr B Flynn felt that the Parish Council should consider whether it agreed with the underlying vision. 

The Parish Council are concerned that regardless of responses of consultees Swale BC will only make minor changes to the Local Plan before sending to the Inspector, and the council feel this is not representative of an open and democratic process. 

It was agreed that an Extraordinary meeting would be held on 14th April to agree the Parish Council’s response to the Local Plan. 
045/21 Any other business
There was none.

The meeting ended at 8.07 pm.  
Next meeting: 7th April 2021
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