Ospringe Parish Council
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 13th March 2019 at the Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane, Ospringe.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
C Elworthy
[bookmark: _Hlk500505118][bookmark: _Hlk500529042]A Greason 
R Simmons
[bookmark: _Hlk531978552]J Dean-Kimili 

K. Lockwood Clerk
Apologies:
H Williams
B Flynn
Cllr A Bowles
Cllr C Prescott

028/19 Dispensations
Cllrs J Dean-Kimili, A Greason, H Williams, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept.

Cllr A Keel confirmed he has stepped down as Chairman and a trustee of PFCA and Cllr B Flynn has also resigned as a trustee and the vice-chairman of  PFCA.  Cllr A Greason remains as PFCA secretary and a trustee .  It was decided that whether A Greason would need a dispensation to discuss matters relating to PFCA and the village hall would need to be resolved going forward.
029/19 Public Participation 
Prof Bennett and B Lloyd from PFCA attended the meeting.  Prof Bennett gave a presentation based on the PFCA’s Business Plan that had previously been emailed to councillors.  Prof Bennett explained that the Business Plan is a work in progress and talked through the plan, which had been set out in the Lottery Fund’s preferred format based on six questions they had asked.  Prof Bennett explained that the community had demonstrated support for the concept of a Village Hall for the Parish through fund raising efforts over the years.  Surveys had been carried out and a public meeting held in 2015 where those who had attended voiced strong support for  the parish council taking out a PWLB loan to purchase the Champion Hall  as the village hall.  Prof Bennett explained that a minimum 85% usage of a village hall was required by funders so he has built the Business Plan around that requirement but with resilience justification included. He acknowledged that a business plan such as this includes much guesswork. He also explained the two options of including a pre-school in the building costs and income figures, and excluding them. He showed how PFCA intended to raise the estimated total cost of £450,000 including a “mobiliser” for three years.  He explained the concept of a “mobiliser” as required by the Lottery to increase usage and income .He thanked the parish council for its support in principle to PFCA’s project to build a Village Hall in the letter sent in January 2019 and said that PFCA would like to seek the pc’s assistance by way of PWLB loan for the last element of the cost of the project. Prof Bennett then answered questions. Councillors were concerned that the Business Plan had been submitted to ‘The Big Lottery Fund’ and KCC’s Village Hall fund implying a commitment by the parish council to provide financial support to PFCA’s project, including  via a PWLB loan which was not correct as it had not been discussed or agreed by the parish council. Prof Bennett apologized for this and agreed to correct this with the Lottery and KCC. He confirmed that the figures would be scrutinized by the Lottery as part of their due diligence as the application proceeds. The parish council stated it would like to see firmer figures for the project both capital and income along with a cash flow forecast and timescale. Mr Lloyd explained that more accurate costings would become available in the next few months as the architect commences work on proposed designs, with a final figure as the tendering process finishes, and that the Business Plan contains a timeline (project plan).  If the parish council were to consider financial support to PFCA by applying for a PWLB loan the process and timescales would need to be researched.  The parish council thanked Prof Bennett for providing insight into the Business Plan through the presentation. 

Prof Bennett and Brian Lloyd left at 20.37
Action: Clerk to write to PFCA to ask them to write to the pc to formalize their request to the pc to investigate a PWLB loan, and also to ask PFCA to keep the council updated on developments financial or otherwise.

Cllr D Simmons was in attendance at the meeting.
030/19 Signing of Minutes
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th February 2019.
031/19 Matters arising
Highway Matters:-There remain gullies to be cleared along the Eastling Road although they had been marked out seemingly for repair.  The gullies on the Brogdale Road opposite the entrance and on the corner of Water Lane and Mutton Lane had been filling up and becoming hazardous.  The Chairman had tried to Garry Gibbs but has not been able to contact him.  Action: Chairman to make efforts to get the gullies cleared. 
Porters Lane- Action: The Chairman to ask KCC to speak to the landowner of Simmons’ Orchards about carrying out foundation work for the passing area opposite Peel House.

Proposed Brogdale Road Closure: - the parish council had a received notification of a closure order. Meanwhile, much work has been done without the need for a blanket closure of the road, justifying the Council’s stance on the matter.

There have been more reports of excessive mud on the stretch of the Brogdale Road near the entrance of the Perry Court construction site. 
Action: The Chairman to write to Natasha Gothard about mud clearance schedules and wheel washing.

Lighting: - Ken Bonner had been instructed to carry out the repair work highlighted in the service report save for Column L.  The Chairman had inspected the column and found that there was corrosion at the top where the lamp overhangs and it is likely that repairs will need to be carried out and incur expenditure in the future. 
Action: The Chairman to look at the Column L again and if deemed necessary to replace then to give the order for this.
Cllr H Williams had obtained a quote from another contractor for the repair work but it was not significantly cheaper than Streetlight’s.
Action: The Chairman and Cllr H Williams to review the Streetlights service contract 

Playground equipment: - Tony Hoile had carried out some repairs.  The Chairman and Tony Hoile had met with Mr Elvin to look at repairs to the bearings on the roundabout, the climbing frame and metal seat.  The last two had been highlighted in the ROSPA report as needing attention.  
Action: The Chairman to await quote from Mr Elvin.

There was a discussion as to whether the council should look for another provider to inspect the playground equipment as the council are concerned about the quality of the inspections carried out by ROSPA and the extra cost required for a member of the council to participate in the site inspection. 

GDPR:- the council is moving forward taking an incremental approach to GDPR.  The Clerk had contacted Zoho and obtained information about the costs of setting up councilor-specific email accounts through the company.  
Action: Clerk to provide the information obtained from Zoho and pass it to Cllrs A Keel, C Elworthy and B Flynn for them to peruse and progress.

Porters Lane & Plumford Lane: -It had not been possible for the Chairman to meet with KHS to discuss measures that could be put in place to discourage large vehicles and other traffic from using the lanes.  This is a work in progress.
The Clerk had notified OS of the error and obtained assurances that a correction had been made from Plumford Road to Plumford Lane on the Ordnance Survey. 

The Chairman had not yet managed to meet Cllr Geoff Wade from FTC to discuss a more joined-up approach between FTC and local parish councils to planning and future housing developments in the area, using Faversham Future Forum as a channel.

Cars parked on the Brogdale Road during Christmas event - The Chairman had contacted Graham Thomas who was not aware of any meeting between GW Finn, the Highways Authority, the Police and SBC.
Action: The Chairman to follow up.


Graham Thomas had provided an update on the situation at The Retreat,  Horseshoe Farm and The Meads Farm with regard to G and T issues.  Regarding Hilltop Farm SBC would be taking action in June 2019 when the compliance period runs out.

Cllr C Prescott had notified the Council that he intends to attend the next meeting.
Action: The Chairman to present a card to Cllr C Prescott at the meeting thanking him for his support over the years.

032/19 Parish Councillor Vacancies
There are currently two parish councillor vacancies and the parish council are looking for suitable new recruits.
033/19 Standing Orders/Financial Regulations/Risk Assessment
The Chairman had reviewed and amended the Risk Assessment and asked Cllrs to look at the document before the next meeting so that the Council could approve it.  
Action:  The Chairman and Clerk to look at the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations before the April meeting.
034/19 Planning 
Planning applications for consideration:

19/500742/FULL/ Peel House Porters Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0DR.  Demolition of existing garage and erection of a double garage.  The parish council considered the application. No objections.

Planning applications pending:
18/506189/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of Details to Part Discharge Condition 37 (Highways) Subject to 15/504264/OUT

18/502735/FULL Land At Perry Court Ashford Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YAErection of a new supermarket (Use Class A1) and a hotel (Use Class C1) along with associated accesses, car and cycling parking, lighting, drainage, hard and soft landscaping and associated infrastructure.

[bookmark: _Hlk3487257]18/505588/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YASubmission of details to discharge Condition 18 - Ecological Appraisal and Condition 20 - Letter from Simon Mason (Principle Archaeological Officer KCC) confirming Brogdale frontage sign off Subject to 15/504264/OUT

18/505588/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 17 (Mitigation Strategy - Protected Species) Condition 19 (Construction and Environmental Method Statement) Condition 22 (Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity Management Plan) Condition 25 (Contamination) Condition 31 (Tree survey, Impact Assessment, Protection Plan and Arboricultural Method Statement) and Condition 32 (Strategic Landscape Scheme) Subject to 15/504264/OUT

19/500343/FULL 1 Dawsons Row Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8TZ
Change of use of land to residential garden. Two-storey rear extension together with two-storey side extension to form attached garage with first floor studio/hobby room.  

SBC decisions:
17/506603/REM Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA. Approval of reserved matters relating to scale, layout, appearance and landscaping for the erection of 310 dwellings, pursuant to conditions 1, 4, 10 and 24 of outline planning permission 15/504264/OUT. Approval of details pursuant to conditions 21, 31 and 34(i) of outline planning permission 15/504264/OUT. Approval sought for residential part of outline scheme only

19/500171/TPOA Prior House Painters Forstal Road Ospringe ME13 0DU TPO application to crown reduce one Weeping Beech Tree by 2m to leave an even spread across the whole tree of 13 to 15m, crown lift to 2.1m, crown clean & remove crossing branches, overall thin of epicormic growth.  Approved.

2 Little Kennaways Stalisfield Road Ospringe:- The Clerk had investigated and found no evidence that another appeal was in progress.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Willow Farm: – The Clerk had contacted the enforcement team about the size and number of buildings being constructed after having received complaints.  The enforcement team are now investigating.
035/19 Finance
Payments for Approval:
Chq  No  1409	To Ospringe Parish Church for hire of room for OPC meeting	£20.00
Chq  No  1410	To Kathy Lockwood – clerk’s pay				£571.26
Chq  No  1411	To Streetlights Ltd, for repairs to Streetlighting			£1,200.00
Chq  No  1413	To Swale Borough Council for Mowing the Forstal 		£203.36
Chq  No  1414	To Mr FIX IT for Playground equipment repairs			£339.85
Payments for Approval -Allotment Account:
Chq  No  0317	To Mr FIX IT for materials for woodchip compound  and labour													£671.43

Current Account Receipts-none reported.
Allotment Account Receipts-none reported.
The Clerk circulated a Bank Reconciliation as at 1st March 2019 and a budget monitoring document showing the variances previously highlighted.
The Clerk presented the council with specs for a laptop, printer, projector and screen.  It was decided that the Clerk should buy the laptop and printer specified.  The council resolved to reimburse the Clerk. 
Action: Clerk to research other projectors and screens suitable for use in the church room as well associated software and pay as you go dongles and present the specs at the next meeting.

Allotments:-refencing will incur major expenditure. 
Action: The Chairman to get quotes for the work.

The Clerk asked whether the Council would be prepared to contribute to half the cost of attending CiLCa training days. This was agreed.
036/19 Parish Clean up/Litterpick
Action: The Chairman to email Vikki Sedgwick with the date, time and equipment needed.
Cllr A Greason to advertise the clean up on the PFCA Facebook page.
037/19 Elections 2019
The Clerk distributed the nomination packs.
038/19 Correspondence
The Clerk had circulated a list of email correspondence
Email from G Addicott re G and T issues. Noted.
Email from KALC SAC – KALC SAC Agenda. Noted.
Email from KALC – KALC News. Noted.
Email from Cllr A Bowles -February News Letter. Noted.
Email from Jason Hedges at Kent Police about PCSO contact and attendance at meetings. Noted. Action:  Clerk to write and ask whether a PCSO could attend the next meeting.
039/19 Members’ reports – none.

040/19 Any other business
There is concern about run off from the Allotment track.
The Barns at Queen Court Farm had been sold for commercial development.

The meeting ended at 10.51 pm.  Next meeting: 3rd April 2019 
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