Ospringe Parish Council


The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 7th April 2021. Due to the COVID 19 situation and the change in regulations to allow Parish Councils to hold virtual meetings this meeting was held and accessible to councillors and the public via the Zoom.us website using the meeting ID: Password:876 0004 0597, Passcode: 856209. The meeting commenced at 7.31 pm.
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
R Simmons – joined at 8.10 pm
H Williams
C Elworthy

Cllr A Bowles – joined at 7.55 pm
Cllr D Simmons

K Lockwood Clerk 
Apologies:
J Dean-Kimili was not able to attend due to ongoing medical reasons.  Unanimously approved.
B Flynn- Other commitments. Unanimously approved.
A Greason -Family personal commitments. Unanimously approved.
046/21 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]Cllrs J Dean-Kimili, A Greason, H Williams, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept.
047/21 Public Participation
There were two members of PFCA in attendance.  There were three other members of the public in attendance. 

Chairman gave a brief summary of the two meetings that the sub group had had with PFCA and confirmed that PFCA had provided additional information and documentation.  There is more work to be done to further the possibility of the Parish Council supporting the funding of a community hall by way of a PWLB loan, including consulting with the Internal Auditor, taking further advice on terms of providing financial support, public consultation and further meetings with PFCA. The Chairman asked the Parish Council to endorse the progress the sub group was making. This was agreed. The sub-group is to report back at the next meeting.
048/21 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd March and the extraordinary meeting on 10th March 2021.
049/21 Matters arising
20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Application: - Historic England have declined to get involved with the application.  Some residents have sought Helen Wheatly MP’s involvement as the application is close to a listed building.

Highway Matters: The Chairman had exchanged emails with Andy Watson about various issues. The council hopes that some action will be taken regarding the dip in Painters Forstal Road.  Some defects in Porters Lane have been marked up and are likely to be seen to in the next 3 months, and the passing bay on the S bend is likely to be filled in.  

There are potholes on Plumford Lane. Action: Cllr C Elworthy to report.

Rural Lanes:- The Chairman reported that the Chairman of Sheldwich & Badlesmere PC had responded to the Chairman’s communication and would be willing in principle to work with the Parish Council to
address the issues of inappropriate parking of people wanting to view the poppy field, and the use of the country lanes as rat runs. The Chairman would propose a Zoom meeting to discuss these issues.

Action: The Chairman to liaise with the Chairman of Sheldwich & Badlesmere PC
Action: The Chairman to write to Michael Payne at Kent Highways about more signage at the A251 end of Porters Lane, and include signage for Plumford Lane and Vicarage Lane.
Action: The Chairman to draft an email to the Cabinet member for Highways at KCC, cc ing Cllr A Bowles regarding inappropriate use of rural lanes. 

Cllr C Elworthy reported that there had been minimal issues so far as a result of the A251 road closure. It is foreseen however  that increased traffic will be seen on the country lanes due to the closure in the next few days. The Chairman asked councillors to monitor the situation and report issues to KHS.

The Council had previously agreed to take a holistic approach to the overuse of country lanes and speeding vehicles.  The Council noted that previous attempts of a Speed Watch group had been struck with administrative problems and lack of volunteers.   
Action: Cllr C Elworthy to contact Doddington PC about their Speed Watch.

There was a brief discussion about the merits of radar speeding signs. The cost may be prohibitive.  

Cllr H Williams had sent to all councillors the information on Lorry Watch. This would be further discussed at the next meeting. 

Lighting: No further updates.
Action: The Chairman to give Cllr H Williams the contract with the existing maintenance company

Playground:- As and when  the COVID 19 restrictions are lifted the second swings will be reinstalled.  There are also some repairs to be carried out.

Virtual Parish Council meetings:- There is no legislation yet in place to allow virtual meetings after the 6th May.  There are several concerns with the restart of face to face meetings. There may be insufficient band width in the Church room to allow partial virtual attendance.  The social distancing and hygiene requirements to hold a face to face meeting need to be investigated and followed.  The Parish Council would monitor the situation. 

Graham Middle & Syndale Park proposed care home planning application:- The Parish Council would wait to see how the application progressed.
Action: The Chairman to verify the information in Mr Middle’s email about the assertion that the 2008 consent was granted. 

GDPR and Website Review:-The Parish Council had unanimously agreed to engage Satswana for £150.00 plus VAT a year at the last meeting. No further updates.

Risk Assessment:- The amendments had been made and had been sent to Cllr B Flynn to post on the website. 

Online Banking:-This has not been progressed so far.
Action: Cllr B Flynn and the Chairman to meet and consider online banking arrangements and review the Financial Regulations. 
Action: Chairman to check the current Financial Regs which will need amendment.

Allotments:-Rent demands for the year 1st April 2021 will be issued shortly. The are a number of new allotment holders and also a waiting list indicating a demand for the creation of more allotments which will be an expense in terms of fencing and other preparation.  There will be further expenditure on the installation of the kissinggate. No memorandum had been received yet from St John’s about the rent increase. 

Swale Litter Squad/Keep Britain Tidy:- The Parish Council will arrange their own litterpick as per previous years but taking any necessary Covid-19 precautions

Salt Bins:-The locations on the list of salt bins would be reviewed in the autumn.  The Parish Council is also interested in having details of the gritting routes in the Parish and the details of the farmers who have the contract for snow clearance. 
050/21 Parish Councillor vacancies
The Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits willing to demonstrate commitment. There were still two vacancies to be filled. 
051/21 Standing Orders & Financial Regulations 
Both documents continue to be a work in progress.
Action: The Chairman and Clerk to discuss 
052/21 Community Hall Funding request. 
This item had been dealt with under public participation 
053/21 Planning 
The Clerk had circulated a list of planning applications before the meeting.
Planning applications for consideration:

21/501296/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Proposal: Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 26 (Verification Report) Subject to 15/504264/OUT. No comment.

19/502484/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent.  Change of Description "The proposed conversion of existing outbuilding Block 4 to Commercial units for use Class E (Commercial, Business and Service) a, b, c(ii),c(iii),e, f, g(iii) and the replacement of outbuilding Block 5 with a two storey building to form 6 no commercial units for use Class E a, b, c(ii),c(iii),e, f, g(iii) on the ground floor and Use Class E g(i) and Use Class F (Local Community) 2(b) on the first floor. The erection of a covered walkway and lean to extension to Block 1 and associated car parking provision". Amended and additional information received 09.03.21. We comment as follows: we could not see any significant differences between the plans previously submitted and the current amended ones. There is nothing in the amendments which would cause us to change our previously expressed views on the application.

Amongst our previous comments we were concerned about the quality of the traffic report produced and the inadequacies of it, including lack of any reference to lorry traffic which the whole of Willow Farm generates (not just this small part of it). The application does not address where the traffic generated by vehicles going to and from the 10,000 square feet of retail and office space proposed by this application would park nor the significant pressure on country lanes from this commercial and non-commercial traffic. The removal of the car park on the eastern part of the site which is currently open grassland will not reduce the requirement for parking – we noted the Kent Downs ANOB unit's comment on the removal of the car parking in the eastern area of the site.  If this application were approved we would ask for a condition preventing the land on the east of the site being used for parking.


21/500896/FULL: Zandweg Mutton Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent.  Erection of two storey side extension and loft conversion with pitched dormer windows to front and rear elevations (Resubmission of 20/506049/FULL). Revised plans. We comment as follows: we feel the amended plans are an improvement on the previous ones submitted. We note the additional car parking space which goes towards addressing our previous concern.

21/501604/SUB Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe ME13 0RH.Submission of details pursuant to conditions 3 (details of roofing materials), 4 (joinery details), and 6 (construction detail sectional drawings) of application 19/504263/FULL (part discharge as detailed on application form). No comment.

Planning Applications pending:

21/501037/FULL Crossway Cottages Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0DU. Erection of a single storey rear extension.

21/500500/SUB: Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details to discharge condition 4 (Building Details) of planning permission 18/502735/FULL. 

21/500641/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA  Submission of details to discharge Condition 13 (Staff travel plan), Condition 14 (Electric charging facilities), Condition 15 (Visibility splays), Condition 26 (Operation and maintenance manual), Condition 27 (Verification report), Condition 28 (plant and equipment) and Condition 36 (Bat sensitive lighting scheme) of planning permission 18/502735/FULL.

21/500896/FULL Zandweg Mutton Lane Ospringe Faversham ME13 8UH.  Erection of two storey side extension and loft conversion with pitched dormer windows to front and rear elevations (Resubmission of 20/506049/FULL). 

20/506079/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 9 (Crime Prevention through Environmental Design) Subject to 17/506603/REM

21/500119/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA. Submission of details to discharge Condition 27 (Drainage Verification Report) of planning permission 18/502735/FULL

20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe ME13 8XUOutline planning application for mixed-use development comprising a nursery school and flexible workshop/business units (all matters reserved except access).

20/501715/FULL Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8RY.  Erection of 45 residential dwellings including associated landscaping, access and infrastructure. Amended plans 14.10.20 and 16.10.20.

20/504923/SUB Land At Perry Court Ashford Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 5 (Crime Prevention) Condition 6 (Extraction, Filtration, Air Conditioning, Ventilation or Refrigeration Equipment) Condition 25 (Cycle Parking) Condition 30 (Bat Sensitive Lighting Scheme) and Condition 31 (Ecological Enhancements) Subject to 18/503057/FULL.

20/504528/SUB Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent ME9 0LB.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 12 (details of floodlighting, security lighting or other external lighting) in relation to planning permission 19/504117/FULL.

20/501936/FULL Land At Perry Court Local Centre (Plot 4) Tettenhall Way Faversham Kent ME13 8XN. Erection of a retail terrace (Classes A1, A2, A3, A5 and D1). Amended Plans  04.08.2020

20/503107/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 5 (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design) Condition 13 (Staff Travel Plan) Condition 14 (Electric Charging Facilities) Condition 23 (Infiltration of Surface Water Drainage into the Ground) Condition 26 (Operation and Maintenance Manual for the Proposed Sustainable Drainage) Condition 28 (Extraction or Filtration Equipment, Air Conditioning, Heating, Ventilation or Refrigeration Equipment) and Condition 36 (External Lighting Scheme) Subject to 18/502735/FULL.

20/500918/SUB. Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3 (Materials) Condition 6 (Renewable and Energy Saving Measures) Condition 12 (Cycle Storage) Condition 17 (Hard Landscape Works) Condition 25 (Sustainable Surface Water Drainage Scheme) and Condition 39 Part 1 (Archaeological Field Evaluation Works) Subject to 18/502735/FULL  

20/501146/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details pursuant to conditions 7 (construction and environmental method statement), 18 (landscaping details), and 21 (piling works or other foundation design utilising penetrative methods) of application 18/502735/FULL

20/500397/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 2 (Details of car parking for the sports pitch, including the siting, number of spaces type of surface treatment, and measures to deter use other than in connection with the sports pitch) in relation to planning permission 17/506603/REM. 

19/502855/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details and drawings pursuant to condition 13 (section/detail drawings) for planning permission 17/506603/REM.

20/504013/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3 - Full details and sections of the above ground plant at the pumping station on the northern boundary of the site subject to 17/506603/REM. 

There are other extant Perry Court applications.

SBC Decisions:
21/500412/TCA Forge Cottage Whitehill Faversham ME13 0DW.  Conifer (T1) - Fell because root structure is damaging path, Leylandii (G1) - Fell 34no. Leylandii because the hedge has not been managed and outgrown the garden and shading out better specimens and 21/500467/TCA Forge Cottage Whitehill Faversham ME13 0DW.Application for works to trees in a Conservation area - Leylandii group (G1) - Fell and Remove trees. No objections 

21/500445/TCA Coldstream Cottage Whitehill Faversham ME13 0DW.   Conservation Area Notification - T1 & T2 - Beech (Fagus Sylvatica) located in the front garden. The two trees have been left unmanaged from the rest of the beech hedge and are now interfering with overhead cables. Two trees to be taken back down the just below hedge height and allowed to grow into existing hedgerow.T3 - Conifer (Thuja Sp.) Located in back garden along side outbuilding to be felled because due overcrowding Crab apple.T4 - Holly (Ilex aquifolium variegata) Located in back garden next to Ginkgo to be heavily reduced to fence height to allow Ginkgo more light.  No Objections 

20/505930/FULL Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe ME13 0RH.  Demolition of existing function room replacement with new function room. New entrance doors.  Permitted.

20/505625/FULL 2 Queen Court Barn Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA.  Erection of an outbuilding. Refused. The Chairman read out Swale BC’s reasons for refusal.

21/500573/NMAMD. Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA  Non Material Amendment - 1). Changing the escape and main stair external doors from a leaf and half to a single leaf (clouded in red on the east & west elevations). 2). Increasing the height of the small extension to the RHS of the main entrance to simplify the cladding detail and improve the aesthetic lines of the elevations (clouded in red on the north elevation) subject to 18/502735/FULL. Permitted.

Just outside the Parish Boundary 

21/500388/TCA.  1 Queen Court Cottages Mutton Lane Ospringe ME13 8UB.  Conservation Area Notification - Remove 2x branches leaning across Mutton Lane. No objections 

21/500420/TCA 59 Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8TU.  Conservation Area Notification - Remove 1x Fir Tree as the roots have damaged the footpath.  No objections 


Planning Inspectorate Appeals:
APP/V2255/C/18/3202648 Horseshoe Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Appeal against Enforcement Notice Non-compliance of condition 2 of planning permission 15/505252/FULL. In progress. 
A
PP/V2255/W/20/3247917.  1 Dawsons Row Water Lane . Swale BC ref: 19/505426/Full Change of use of land to residential garden. Erection of two storey rear extension and detached garage with room above (resubmission of 19/500343/FULL) In progress
054/21 Finance
(i)The Council unanimously resolved to exempt itself from external audit/limited assurance review for financial year 2020-21 acknowledging that it meets the required criteria.  This would be reviewed on a yearly basis.

The Clerk had circulated the Bank Reconciliation as at 3rd March 2021 detailing the main variances against the budget mentioned in previous meetings.
Payments for Approval: -
OPC Current Account
Chq no 1507 To K Lockwood reimbursement for Zoom subscription March only £14.39
Chq no 1508 To KALC – subscription for 2021-22 £314.81
Chq no 1509 To DM Payroll Services Ltd for Payroll services 2021-22 £100.00
Chq no 1510 To K Lockwood reimbursement for Zoom subscription April only £14.39
Chq no 1511 To Swale Citizens Advice donation of £25.00 

Receipts: None to report

Allotment Account

Retrospective payments for approval: -
Chq no 0342 To A Keel reimbursement for purchase of Weibang 53 SSD BBC mower £889.00 inc VAT
Chq no 0343 To A Keel reimbursement for purchase of kissinggate from KCC £100.00

Payments for Approval: -
Chq no 0344 To A Keel for Stationary/stamps/ink £105.00

EDF bills:- 1st January -31st March 2021 £223.39 inc VAT  

The Council unanimously resolved to make a donation to Swale Citizens Advice for 2021 of £25.00
055/21 Annual Parish Council Meeting/Annual Parish Meeting 5th May.
To be held as virtual meetings. Provisional start 7pm for Annual Parish meeting.
056/21 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk
Email from a member of the public wanting historical information.  Action: The Clerk would send this to Mr C Oswald Jones
Email from a member of the public regarding research into air quality/pollution on A2. This had been dealt with.
057/21 Members’ reports
Cllr R Simmons had attended the Swale Area Committee meeting. There was no further information on the Local Plan provided. 

Cllr H Willliams asked councillors to look at the information in the email circulated about Lorry Watch and see whether there was anything they wanted him to take further with the organisation. 
058/21 Any other business There was none

Meeting ended at 8.44 pm
Extraordinary Parish Council meeting 14th April 2021, subsequently changed to 23rd April 2021.
Annual Parish Council meeting /Annual Parish meeting 5th May 2021
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