Ospringe Parish Council
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 3rd January 2024 in the church room, of St Peter and St Paul’s church. Regarding COVID 19 precautions, face coverings were not worn at the meeting.  A Risk Assessment had been carried out previously. The meeting commenced at 7.29 pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman 
A Bowles 
C Elworthy

Cllr Rich Lehmann 

K Lockwood – Clerk

Apologies: 
R Simmons – another engagement – approved
B Flynn – abroad - approved

001/24 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept. 
002/24 Covid 19 Restrictions 
Councillors agreed that masks would not be worn due to the limited number of people in attendance. Mask wearing would be reviewed on a month-by-month basis and continue to be set as an agenda item. 
003/24 Public Participation
There were 5 members of the public in attendance, being four residents and PC Ongley standing in for PC Morris. The residents who all reside on Porters Lane gave their accounts of the difficulties of living in the lane in regard to traffic issues. One resident stated that they were concerned about the traffic accidents and potential danger to walkers and horse riders due to the use of the lane by unsuitable vehicles and by drivers travelling too quickly.  The resident showed clips of videos and photos of vehicles passing his house. Residents gave examples of damage to their property by motorists, and the numerous incidents of verbal and physical abuse when they refuse to allow vehicles who are unable to reverse to turn around in their drive. The last resident expressed his concern about the lack of traction on highway issues which he had been encountering for many years, reciting his near-miss from a speeding car. He was also concerned about Swale Borough Council’s lack of a 5 year land supply and the potential that gives developers to build more developments which would further impact Porters and Plumford Lanes with increased traffic usage. He had had communication with a planning consultant about these matters of concern. The resident also reiterated that he wished to become a parish councillor. 

PC Ongley advised that there would be a Police drop-in session on 9th January, 2-3 pm at the Community Hall.  He reported that no criminal behaviour had been identified in Ospringe parish in the previous month. He also reported that PC Morris had done a speed check on the Eastling Road and no speeding vehicles had been identified. Cllr C Elworthy asked for the time and location of the check.

There had been some thefts in the area of Newhouse Lane recently and a tractor stolen from the Brogdale Road. The Chairman enquired as to what steps were being taken to stop such incidents.
PC Ongley would ask PC Morris to report back on both comments.

PC Ongley asked the residents to report to the Police via Community Voice any incidents such as the ones on Porters Lane mentioned by them at the meeting, so that these could be logged and followed  up if necessary. It would also help to identify any patterns of behaviour or incidents. The Chairman thanked PC Ongley and through him PC Morris.

PC Ongley left the meeting at 8 pm

The Chairman asked Cllr Rich Lehmann as a follow up to his email whether there would be any funding available for the projects mentioned in his email regarding highway work and a defibrillator. Cllr Rich Lehmann confirmed he would be able to provide some funding, part in 2023/24 and part in 2024/25.

Cllr Rich Lehmann left the meeting at 8.01 pm
004/24 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th December 2023.

1 member of the public left at 7.46 pm
005/24 Matters arising
Commemorative Trees:- Cllr C Elworthy has ordered the trees and would follow up on the delivery. 

Dog Bins:-The Chairman had chased up twice over a two month period for further information on a new bin but had not received any reply.

Highway Matters and road closures –The Chairman had reported a number of defects including several pot holes and the uneven surface on the north side of the Brogdale Road to Gary Gibbs who had responded quickly. The parish council notes that new pot holes have opened up. 

Speed Watch: - No further sessions had taken place since the previous one recently reported by Cllr Elworthy. 

Lorry Watch:-Registration to join had been accepted and further details are awaited.

Lighting: -The light on the Brogdale Road which had previously been faulty has been confirmed as needing to be replaced as the fitting is now obsolete. The Chairman would contact another contractor about the matter to try and get an alternative solution and price. The parish council acknowledges that that there would be a cost involved in replacing the light.  Action: The Clerk to write to resident who had reported the faulty light explaining there would be a delay before the light was repaired.

Playground: There are no further updates.

Churchman’s Farm:-  Alice Reeves has not yet been in contact with the Chairman.

Facebook page:-no update.

Closure of Faversham Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC):- Action: The Chairman intends to write to Helen Whately. Action: The Clerk to write to Cllr Rich Lehmann as to whether he has any updates.

Allotments:-No updates

Faversham Neighbourhood Plan Consultation:- The inspector’s report was available on the Swale website. It appeared that the inspector had raised a significant number of points which would need to be dealt with. 

006/24 Highway Improvement Plan (HIP) 
The parish council would arrange another meeting with KHS in February to find out KHS’s interpretation of the traffic surveys and what KHS might offer to do, and costings. 

The Chairman advised the residents in attendance that the HIP was on the website to view, Porters and Plumford Lanes were specifically mentioned.  A new advisory against HGVs sign was on order which is to be positioned at the Ashford Road end of Porters Lane and KHS had done three traffic surveys on Porters, Plumford Lanes and Brogdale Road. The parish council would check to see if the results could be passed on. The Chairman stated that any evidence of the use of Porters Lane eg volume of traffic, size, weight, width and speed would be useful in support of getting action taken.

2 members of the public left at 8.20 pm
007/24 D Day 80-6th June 2024
The band has been booked. There would be a gradual increase in publicity leading up to the event.  The Chairman would contact the Chairs of local parish councils to spread the word about the event. Meanwhile the event would be registered as an official D-Day celebration.

008/24 Norman’s Wood
Cllr C Elworthy and the Chairman had met with The Forestry Commission and no funding was available from them. Other sources of funding would be explored. The parish council resolved to proceed with the acquisition of Norman’s Wood accepting that expenditure would be incurred.
009/24 Parish Councillor Vacancies 
There are still councillor vacancies, and the Chairman reminded councillors to look out for suitable new recruits willing to demonstrate commitment.

010/24 Planning

Applications for consideration


23/505438/TCA  Sports and leisure Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham ME13 0RH. Conservation area notification to fell two  Laurel Trees and Holly Trees. We would be concerned to see the loss of three trees and we would want the Tree Officer to be satisfied that the complete removal as opposed to e.g pruning is necessary.

Appeal 23/500180/REF The Retreat Elverland Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0SP. Retrospective Temporary change of use of the land for the stationing of two static mobiles and two touring caravans for Gypsy/Traveller occupation for single family for a period of three years. Creation of access track and associated hard and soft landscaping. Original ref 23/504136/FULL pins APP/V2255/W/23/3333589
The parish council intends to respond reiterating the views previously expressed and addressing the temporary condition aspect of the latest refused application.

Planning applications pending:

23/505197/SUBScotts Farm Barn Hansletts Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 0RW.Submission of details to discharge conditions 3 - External Joinery and 4 - External Finishing Materials, Subject to 23/502328/FULL.



22/505533/FULL Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0RH. Erection of a new ground floor orangery and changes to fenestration. Erection of new mansard roofs to north/front elevation over the new function room and first and second storey extensions to the east wing of the hotel building to provide 9no. new hotel rooms. Creation of 12no. new parking spaces. 


21/504695/FULL Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent. Erection of elderly persons care home.


22/504036/FULL Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA.Erection of new barn development for 6no. dwellings, parking barns, cycle/bin storage, waste water pumping station, new vehicular and pedestrian access, reuse of Victorian outbuilding for storage, new permissive footpath link, hard and soft landscaping works, communal and community open space. Amended documents and change of description - 02.10.23

21/505759/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA. Submission of details to discharge part conditions for condition 4 (details of the proposed Kent peg clay tiles and replacement weatherboarding in the proposed stain or paint finish), condition 5 (additional details of the specific cast iron rain water goods (and associated brackets), condition 7 (Construction details for Barn 2 and revised details Barn 1), condition 8 (Barn 2 - detailed repair and alterations specification and associated works programme) and condition 9 (Barn 1 - revised joinery details) in relation to Listed Building Consent 19/505890/LBC.

21/505767/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA. Submission of details pursuant to condition 4 (details of both hard and soft landscape) and condition 14 (The bat tiles, bat loft and owl boxes) in relation to planning permission 19/505888/FULL

21/504297/SUB Queen Court Barns Water Lane Ospringe Kent ME13 8UA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3- Existing lean-tos, silo water and oil tanks shown to be demolished, Condition 4 - Samples, Condition 5 - Details of the specific cast iron rain water goods, Condition 6 - Details of glazing and rooflight and part discharge Condition 7 Key construction details - Wall insulation system and weatherboard, Eaves and roof insulation, Verge details, Ridge roof junction, hip roof junction, Floor and underfloor, Elevations detail and vertical plan section, Condition 8 - Detailed repair and alterations specification programme - SPAB Repointing Stone and brickwork, Repair of timber frames and roofs, Energy efficiency and historic buildings and Condition 9 - Plans (for Barn 1) subject to 19/505890/LBC.

22/500912/FULL The Meads Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe ME13 0SPSiting of 1no. mobile home for use by gypsy/traveller family (retrospective).

22/501848/FULL Highfield Faversham Ospringe ME13 0SF Erection of a detached garage with garden room and erection of a single storey side extension to existing barn (retrospective)

21/506547/SUB Perry Court Farm London Road Faversham ME13 8RY Submission of details pursuant to condition 20 (Archaeology) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT.

21/504692/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 16 - Ecological Enhancements subject to 17/506603/REM.

20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe ME13 8XUOutline planning application for mixed-use development comprising a nursery school, holiday lets and workshop/business units

SBC decisions:

23/505053/TCA Forge Cottage Whitehill Eastling Road Faversham Kent ME13 0DW.Conservation Area Notification : T1 - Field Maple (Acer campestre) - Fell because tree offers low amenity value, is out growing it's location and causing damage to boundary walling. Replant with one Native species elsewhere in garden using regular to select standard.  No objections 


23/504693/SUB11 Bayfield Painters Forstal Kent ME13 0EFSubmission of details to discharge conditions 3 - Materials, 4 - Hard & Soft Landscaping, 9 - Dwelling Emission Rate and 10 - Water Conservation, Subject to 22/502522/FULL permitted


Planning Inspectorate appeals:

23/500143/ENF Hill Top Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0SAppeal against Enforcement Notice - Without planning permission, the erection of a stables and kennel buildings, the erection of a timber framed kennel, the alteration of land levels and the stationing of a touring caravan. Pending.


The Chairman and Cllr A Bowles had attended the December KALC SAC meeting. The Chief Executive of Swale BC had been in attendance. Serious concern at Swale Planning enforcement’s poor performance was expressed by the Chairman and others present at the meeting to the Chief Executive and the Chairman had sent a follow up email. No response has yet been received by the Chairman.


The remaining resident expressed his frustration and the need for traction on highways issues, problems caused by traffic and other issues.  The Chairman requested the resident to reply to his previous emails in which the chairman had asked the resident to specify the grounds for his concerns, provide some clarifying information, and to explain what was meant by the “bigger picture” which the resident had stated the parish council “did not seem to want to grasp”.  The resident stated that his schedule had been very busy recently. The Chairman stated that parish councillors were also very busy and that time was being wasted by him and other councillors having to try and work out what the resident might be saying. The chairman also challenged some of the assertions made by the resident on development and housebuilding in the public participation session. Also, in the Chairman’s view, the resident was not making best use of the time allowed to him to address the council in the public participation session at each meeting, by reading out extracts from notes rather than for example submitting something in writing to the clerk in advance of the meeting so that councillors had an opportunity to look at this beforehand.

The resident left at 8.45 pm


011/24 Community Hall 
The parish council await costings related to the overspill car project from PFCA for further consideration.  The parish council had also received an email from PFCA about the parish council reclaiming VAT on expenditure on the hall. The Chairman would respond but he stated that this would need careful consideration given the rules relating to reclaims of vat by parish councils.
012/24 Meeting dates 2024-25 
All agreed the suggested dates. 17th July was chosen instead of the other July date.
013/24 Litterpick dates 
The Chairman would check with Swale BC whether they could accommodate a date chosen by the parish council. 
014/24 Swale Borough Council Corporate Plan 
The parish council acknowledged the deadline for responses 
015/24 Budget and Precept 2024-25 
The Parish Council considered the draft budget and accompanying papers previously circulated by the Clerk. The parish council unanimously resolved to move the Clerk’s pay onto the next point in the NALC/SLCC payscale to point 9 and that this would be reflected in the budget amendment.  The parish council acknowledged that the acquisition of Norman’s Wood and a defibrillator (which the PC resolved to purchase) would incur expenditure which has not been expressly included in the budget and would have a further effect on reserves.  In addition, there will very likely be expenditure as a result of the Highway measures related to the Highway Improvement Plan which are not expressly included in the budget. Subject to the amendment of the Clerk’s pay and making note of the effect on the reserves of possible expenditure on Norman’s Wood, a defibrillator and highway measures, the parish council unanimously resolved to adopt the Budget for 2024-25.

After a discussion the council unanimously resolved to set the Precept at £11,015 for 2024-25 keeping the figure the same as last year, noting that it would be likely necessary to use some reserves based on presently anticipated income.  

016/24 Finance

OPC Current Account
Payments for Approval: -

Chq no 1630 To Ospringe Church for room rent for January meeting £20.00 

Chq no 1631 To the Allotment account – VAT £48.00

Direct debit to Hugofox Limited £11.99 for website service for December

Receipts: VAT reclaim £490.31 (minus £48.00 VAT due to Allotment account for Hart Lee Tree Surgery services)

Allotment Account
Payments for Approval:-

None to report

Receipts: None to report

EDF bills:-Nothing to report

Budget variances 
Less spent on election as election was uncontested
Less spent on Audit as OPC decided not to undertake External Audit 
A potential PWLB loan has not been taken out as budgeted for (first payment in current year)
Less spent on associated expenses related to PWLB loan 
017/24 Correspondence
The Clerk had circulated a list of correspondence.
018/24 Members’ reports 
Cllr A Bowles and the Chairman had attended the KALC SAC meeting.  The Director of Kent CPRE had given a presentation. The police had also provided a report and answered questions. The Chief Executive of Swale had also attended and participated in answering questions.
019/24 Any other business
Cllr C Elworthy reported that the salt bins were 2/3 full with hard salt opposite Whitehill Farm and bottom of Bay Hill. The Chairman would report this to KHS and ask for it to be replaced.

Councillors noted that signs next to the Perry Court contractor car park are still up, and fences had been erected around the allotment area and the sports pitch on Perry Court.
Action: The Clerk to contact BDW Homes to enquire about the booking process for the football pitch and allotment sign up

Meeting ended at 9.37pm
Next meeting: 7th February 2024 in the foyer of the Community Hall


1

