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The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 6th November 2019 at the Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane, Ospringe.  The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
[bookmark: _Hlk531978552]C Elworthy
H Williams
Cllr A Bowles 

K. Lockwood Clerk 
Apologies:
[bookmark: _Hlk500505118][bookmark: _Hlk500529042]A Greason
R Simmons
B Flynn
J Dean-Kimili – apologies received post meeting.
Cllr D Simmons
125/19 Dispensations
Cllrs J Dean-Kimili, A Greason, H Williams, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept.
126/19 Public Participation 
Two representatives from PFCA Mr Lloyd and Mr Towler attended the meeting following the letter emailed on 25th October 2019 to the council giving an update on the project and informing the council that PFCA was ready to submit a detailed planning application to SBC. Councillors had considered the letter in which PFCA explained that if the application were to be submitted in the name of the parish council this would save 50% of the planning fees `although PFCA was not expecting the council to pay the fee. PFCA’s architect would submit the application and no further work would be required of the council.  The representatives were keen to understand the nature of any of the PC’s concerns.
Councillors felt that although supportive of the principle of the building of a community hall, if the application was submitted in the name of the council then the ability for the council to comment on the application would be prejudiced.  There was also concern about submitting a planning application in the name of the parish council when the council did not own the land, would not have any control over the progress of the application, and had not seen the full complement of documents which would form the application. The parish council was concerned about the appropriateness of putting the application in the council’s name simply as a means to save fees. The PFCA representatives stated that the parish council is entitled to submit planning applications in its name and that this had been done previously on the outline planning application to reduce the fee on behalf of PFCA.  They stressed that the architect’s plans had been available to the Councillors for a while and comments would be welcome but that no feedback had been received from the council.  The council pointed out that it had not seen the complete application and would normally only comment on a planning application once it had been submitted to the local planning authority. The council felt that the circumstances and request differ from when the outline planning application was submitted.  
PFCA’s timescale for submitting detailed plans is the end of November. PFCA had sought pre application advice and had a site meeting with the case officer who was content with the plans and no changes had been suggested. The council decided that before considering PFCA’s request further the council would like SBC’s assurances in writing that they are content for the parish council’s name to be on the planning application and the reasons for this approach. Advice from elsewhere should also be considered prior to the next meeting on the request that PFCA has made. The council also requested that the complete planning application be sent to OPC before the council’s December meeting so that the council could get an oversight of the whole application in the event that it was prepared to proceed as PFCA had requested in its letter.  
One of the representatives asked if the council would instead agree to pay half the planning fee. The council asked that the request be put in writing if PFCA wished this to be considered.  Mr Lloyd and Mr Towler left the meeting at 8.02pm.

The applicants of the Land at Woodhill planning application attended to arrange a date for a site visit ahead of revised plans being submitted to SBC.  In consultation with Graham Thomas and the case officer the applicants felt that the council should pay a visit to the site.  The council as a public body asked for the invite to be extended to residents who had previously commented so that they had equal ability to comment on the revised plans. It was agreed that the applicants would set a date with councillors via the Clerk and also invite residents who had previously objected to the application to attend a site visit. Action: The Clerk to let Cllr Bowles know of the date when one had been set.
The residents left at 8.14pm
127/19 Signing of Minutes
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd October 2019.
128/19 Matters arising
Perry Court:-  Karen Dunn had emailed the council to explain that the footpath on the Brogdale Road close to the A2 junction, which OPC had previously requested to be widened, was outside BDW’s land ownership and public highway and therefore OPC’s request could not be fulfilled. 

Reports of bonfires in the parish:-  Cllr B Flynn had yet to post the letter to residents on the website due to time restraints but he intended to do so.   A letter would be sent out in the Spring to households. 

Highway Matters: - There had been no more reports of problems from blocked public drains.  The Chairman had contacted Gary Gibbs about some outstanding highway issues:  the overhanging hedge on Hansletts Lane, needs further cutting back but Gary Gibbs had served another notice; the potholes outside Perry Court had been tarmacked over by Gary Gibbs although they are the responsibility of the developers. Cllr A Hook had not been contacted about the potholes as it was considered that the potholes were under control but the council would monitor them.  It was hoped that the issues with the verge on the eastern side of Brogdale road just above the new entrance to Perry Court had been addressed.  Gary Gibbs had put an order in for mechanical clearing of the gravel and debris at the bottom of Plumford Lane and is arranging for white lines to be repainted on the Porters Lane and Brogdale Road junction, and SLOW signs to be marked on Porters Lane, but was not keen to do this over the winter.

The Chairman and Cllr D Simmons have yet to meet with Andy Watson or Alan Blackburn of KHS to promote the reinstatement of the passing bay opposite David Simmons’ orchards but a meeting would be set up.

Natasha Harding from BDW Homes had agreed to ask all employees, sub contractors and contractors  not to access Perry Court via the country lanes.  Cllr C Elworthy had sent the communications he had had with the Emergency Services to the Clerk.  The Chairman had written to Mike Whiting about the traffic using Plumford Lane and Porters Lane specifically the size and weight of vehicles.  A response had been received by the council written on Mike Whiting’s behalf.  It was uncertain as to whether any action would come from the communication.  Action: Chairman to circulate the response. 

Lighting: - Action: The Chairman to write to the 2 adjacent householders in Bayfield to ascertain their views and see if they have any concerns, and check whether the work is contestable.

Playground equipment: - Wicksteed had provided quotes for two different styles of climbing frame with extra matting needed.  Dan Gooch had cancelled the meeting but this will be rescheduled.

GDPR:- the council is moving forward step by step.  The Clerk had circulated an email from Faversham TC with details about how they obtained their .gov.uk address.  It was noted that KALC had a .gov.uk address.
Action: Cllrs A Keel, C Elworthy to progress setting up specific parish councillor email addresses via Zoho.  Action: Cllr B Flynn to purchase a domain name.

Footpath on the Brogdale Road: - The Clerk had contacted the Public Rights of Way Officer about the lack of signage on the diverted temporary footpath and the notice had been sent to the developers. 

The obituary to J Tovey would be finalised and put on the website.
129/19 PFCA
This agenda item was dealt with under Public Participation save that parish council noted that they had yet to receive the revised business plan from PFCA as previously requested.

130/19 Parish Councillor Vacancies
There are still two vacancies to be filled.  The Chairman urged councillors to look out for suitable 
Recruits.
131/19 Standing Orders/Financial Regulations
These documents are still being worked on.  Action: The Chairman and Clerk to look at the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.
132/19 Planning 
Planning applications for consideration:
19/505303/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of details pursuant to Condition 7 - Planning Masterplan to demonstrate that the definitive route of the public right of way is maintained together with confirmation that no order to permanently divert or extinguish the public right of way is being sought in relation to planning permission 17/506603/REM.  We comment as follows: we accede to the views of KCC.

19/505304/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of details pursuant to Condition 20 - (Archaeology) in relation to planning permission 15/504264/OUT.  We comment as follows: we accede to the views of KCC.

19/505206/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 9 (Emergency Vehicular Access) and Condition 38 (Upgrade to Existing Footpath) Subject to 15/504264/OUT. No comment.

19/505205/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of details pursuant to Condition 8 (External Works Layouts and Boundary Details), Condition 9 (Landscape Layouts) for planning permission 17/506603/REM. No comment. Action: Clerk to contact Natasha Harding regarding the fact that the application did not seem to include landscaping and boundary treatment for the area immediately adjacent to the new entrance to Perry Court on  the east side of Brogdale Road, including the highway verge.

19/504117/FULL  Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent ME9 0LB.  Erection of a veteran's horticultural rehabilitation, social and community building.  We comment as follows: While we are sympathetic to the aims of the applicant, we are also very mindful of the necessity to protect the rural area, the countryside and especially the ANOB.  We see the applicant places great emphasis on the fact that it is a brownfield site.  We defer to the planning authority as to whether this is the case.  Comparing the aerial image with the layout plan given in the Design and Access Statement, the quarry is some distance to the south west from where the building is proposed to be erected. If the site is not classed as brownfield, then we believe that compelling reasons should exist before development in the countryside should be permitted.

There is no detail given in the application as the hours of usage, and insufficient information about the users and how the operation is intended to be run. The design of the proposed building is uninspiring.
The site is outside the parish boundary and are therefore grateful to you to be given the opportunity to comment on it. 

Planning applications pending:
19/504329/LDCEX The Studio Syndale Park Lodge Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent.  Lawful development certificate for the change of use of garage/office building to 1no. dwelling house (existing).  

19/504417/FULL | Black Cottages Mutton Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8UH.  Erection of 2no. dwellings as replacement of former dwellings, with associated car port.  

19/503077/FULL Land At Woodhill Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0HA. Demolition of existing redundant outbuilding and erection of a building comprising of campsite reception, Office and 2no. holiday lets. Change of use of agricultural land and erection of 3no. holiday pods, single bay garage and plant room, new vehicular access, parking, amenity space and associated landscaping. Demolition of existing outbuildings.  

19/502483/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Erection of 4no. specialist equestrian holiday lets and 2no. stable buildings, installation of new sand school and associated site works.

19/502484/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Proposed conversion of existing outbuilding Block 4 to retail use (class A1), replacement of outbuilding Block 5 with a two storey building to form 6no. retail units with office/storage space above, and erection of a covered walkway and lean to extension to Block 1 and associated parking. Erection of new bund to M2 with associated site works.  

19/504263/FULL Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe ME13 0RH. Erection of a first and second floor mansard roof extension to the main hotel building and a first floor mansard roof extension to The Mews building to provide a further 10no. bedrooms.

19/503248/FULL Churchmans Farm Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0HA. Alterations to internal layout, changes to fenestration and external finishes, for both barns 1 and 2 following Prior Approval Consent applications 18/503555/PNPA and 18/503568/PNPA.  

19/502977/SUB Scotts Oast Hansletts Lane Ospringe ME13 0RW.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 2 (Written specification of the thatching), Condition 3 (details showing a vertical section construction drawing of the eaves), Condition 4 (No hit and miss boarding is to be provided. Omitted from proposal in minor amendment application Ref: 19/502809/NMAMD), Condition 5 ( Details of the construction of the walls, plinth and fixed glazing), Condition 6 (details of the specific glazing system/products to be used for the glazed link), Condition 7 (Sample of weatherboarding (painted black) and photo), for planning permission 18/505500/FULL.

19/504178/FULL Ashdown Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8TT.  Demolition of existing bungalow and shed. Erection of 4no. terraced dwellings and 1.no detached dwelling with associated parking and gardens.

[bookmark: _Hlk14549363]19/504737/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of details for approval pursuant to condition 29 (Prevention of Mud and/or Debris on the Public Highway) of planning permission 15/504264/OUT.

19/504392/NMAMD Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Non-Material Amendment application to reduce the number of house type variations on approved planning permission 17/506603/REM.  

There are still a number of other extant Perry Court planning applications as detailed in the July Minutes. 

SBC Decisions: 
19/504280/FULL 1 Elverland Cottages Eastling Road Painters Forstal Kent ME13 0RX.  Erection of a single storey garage attached to the side of the existing property.  Refused.

19/504084/FULL 2 Little Kennaways Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0AB. Proposed rear extension to replace existing conservatory and covered terrace. Approved.

19/504361/SUB Bayfield Farm Outbuildings Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0EG
Submission of details pursuant to condition 8 - (Sustainable construction and renewable energy) for planning permission 19/503053/FULL. Permitted.

19/504798/FULL Land At Perry Court Ashford Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  
Erection of an electricity substation.  Permitted.

Planning Inspectorate decisions:
17/505079/OUT. APP/V2255/W/18/3212702.  Land At A2 London Road And Western Link Road London Road Ospringe Kent ME13 8TN.  Outline Application with all Matters Reserved for erection of 50 houses, provision of open space (1.1ha), new vehicular access, strategic landscaping and associated works. In progress.

Gypsy and Traveller issues:- This is an ongoing concern to the council.  The Chairman had received an update on the various Gypsy and Traveller sites from SBC but the council feels that SBC needs to be proactive and more responsive in their approach to the issues.   Action:  The Chairman to write to SBC to reflect the views of the council.
133/19 Finance
The Clerk had circulated before the meeting a budget monitoring document and bank reconciliation as at 1st October 2019 showing expenditure verses budget and the main variances as previously noted.

Payments for Approval: - OPC Current Account
Chq no 	1444	To Liz Melville for Poppy Crosses					£15.00
Chq no 	1445	To Ospringe Parish Church for rent of room for November meeting 	£20.00
Chq no 	1446	To Streetlights – Lighting Maintenance Contract 3rd payment 		£231.78 incl VAT
Chq no 1447	To Streetlights- Replacement of P12 photocell and testing: Column C.	£117.30 incl VAT

Receipts: - 2nd instalment of the Precept £3,750.00 and the 2nd instalment of the Lighting Grant has been received £715.00.
Payments for Approval: - Allotment Account – none 

EDF bills:- 1 Jul-30 Sep 2019 bill received for £226.77 incl VAT. 
To note: KALC are proposing to increase annual membership subscription cost for 2020-21, by an average increase of £89.69.  This would be accounted for in OPC’s 2020-21 budget.
134/19 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk.  The council noted the following: 
An email from a resident had been received about anti social behaviour in the parish.  The issue was discussed and OPC take these kinds of reports very seriously.  Action: Cllr C Elworthy to send a message to the Rural Task Force via the Whatsapp group to highlight the issue and request that they increase patrols in the parish.  Action: Clerk to follow this up by writing to the resident. 
An email from KALC re KCC Parish Highway seminars was noted.  Action: Clerk to obtain an agenda. 
135/19 Members’ reports – There were none
136/19 Any other business 
Cllr Bowles reported that a Local Plan meeting had taken place at SBC.  All four garden village schemes were still under consideration.

The Chairman, the Clerk and Cllr H Williams had met with Chair and Clerk of Herne and Broomfield PC to find out more about their experience of getting a PWLB loan and their Community Centre project.  It had been informative but OPC’s situation is very different to the other PC’s case in that the latter owned the land and the building.

The Clerk reported that Hugofox were working on an update to ensure that the website complied with the new accessibility regulations and that it would be live before the end of the year.

The meeting ended at 22.20pm.  Next meeting: 4th December 2019. Subsequently moved to 11th December 2019.
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