Ospringe Parish Council
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 4th September 2019 at the Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane, Ospringe.  The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
[bookmark: _Hlk531978552]R Simmons
C Elworthy
[bookmark: _Hlk500505118][bookmark: _Hlk500529042]A Greason 

Cllr D Simmons – arrived 7.40 pm
Cllr A Bowles

K. Lockwood Clerk 
Apologies:
H Williams
J Dean-Kimili
B Flynn
098/19 Dispensations
Cllrs J Dean-Kimili, A Greason, H Williams, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept.
099/19 Public Participation 
One resident attended to talk to the parish council about their concerns regarding the amount of traffic and the speed of vehicles using the lanes in the Parish which he felt posed a safety risk and caused damage to the lanes.  The resident had contacted KCC but had not received a response about the matter.  The resident left the meeting at 8.30pm
100/19 Signing of Minutes
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th July 2019.
101/19 Matters arising
Perry Court:- The Chairman had sent another email to Karen Dunn following her attendance at the June meeting but again had not received a response.  Action: Clerk to phone Karen Dunn and request an update on planning application 19/501564/EIFUL the variation of 37 of 15/504264/OUT and to find out if OPC’s request for the width of the pavement near the A2 junction to be extended for safety reasons could be accommodated.

Reports of bonfires in the parish:-  Letters had been distributed to many areas in the parish but due to time restraints there were still some areas outstanding.  The council had received some positive responses to the letters and a few slight adverse comments as some areas had received letters whilst others had not. The parish council intends to complete distribution to these areas in the next few weeks.  Action: Cllrs to distribute the remaining letters.

Highway Matters: -The drains at the bottom of Bay Hill have become blocked and are emitting sewage and a foul smell.  Southern water have attended on site. It is flat that there will need to be further work done before the issue is solved.  The potholes outside Perry Court had also been reported.  It was noted that part of the highway bank had been removed just before the Perry Court Junction. There is an issue concerning the kerb which has been installed as part of the entrance into Perry Court from Brogdale Road.

There was concern that the  gullies opposite the entrance to Brogdale, opposite the stables at the bottom of Bay Hill, at the corner of Water Lane and Mutton Lane and between Baybanks and Scotts Lane on the Easting Road are yet to be cleansed   (or properly cleansed)despite having been reported.

Lighting: - The quote from UK Power Networks had been received for the disconnection, same day reconnection, repairs and repositioning of Column L.   The parish council discussed the work, the high figure quoted  by UKPN to carry out the work and whether the quote was contestable. Action: The Chairman to write to the 2 adjacent householders to ascertain their views and see if they have any concerns, and check whether the work is contestable.

Playground equipment: - T Hoile and the Chairman had inspected the playground equipment and the matting surrounding the equipment and  the chains on the swing.
The Chairman had accompanied the RoSPA inspector on the annual safety inspection of the playground equipment and the report had been received and reviewed. The climbing frame which had been a concern to some residents was assessed as low risk.  The bracket on the larger swing would need attention.  The matting surrounding the equipment is wearing; the RoSPA inspector had endorsed laying top soil down and trying to secure the wooden surrounds of the safety matting to reduce trip hazards, noting that there are also tree roots in the vicinity which themselves protrude above the surface of the surrounding ground.  The Chairman had researched other types of climbing frames as a possible replacement for the existing frame, although there are space constraints.
There will need to be expenditure on the matting surrounding the playground equipment.  It is possible that grants are available to help meet the cost of playground equipment.

GDPR:- the council is moving forward step by step.  Action: Cllrs A Keel, C Elworthy to look at whether the parish council should progress setting up specific parish councillor email addresses via Zoho.

Porters Lane & Plumford Lane: - The Chairman and Cllr D Simmons had met with the Strategic Manager at KHS to promote the instatement of the passing bay opposite David Simmon’s orchards.
 
The Plumford Lane road sign at the junction of Wilgate Green road had been replaced. 

There had been no progress with the hedge hanging over the road on a property on Hansletts Lane causing vehicles to use the other side of the road. 

Painters Forstal Sign:- Action: Cllr A Greason to contact Phil Cornelius about repainting and the installation of the sign.
 
Community Assets:- The Chairman had checked when the Joyce Field allotments had been registered and found that they are within the 5 year period.

Public Footpath  : -The Clerk had contacted Natasha Gothard about the overgrown footpath crossing Perry Court and been informed that the temporary footpath had been re-diverted (so that it now takes a long route down the Brogdale Raod, along the A2 and then up the drive to the Abbey School) and that the public should not be using the original public footpath or the original route of the temporary footpath as it crosses the Perry Court site where construction is taking place.  The parish council had received no communication about the footpath diversion. The lack of signage has been noted.
102/19 Parish Councillor Vacancies
There are still two vacancies to be filled.  The Chairman urged councillors to look out for suitable 
recruits.
103/19 Standing Orders/Financial Regulations
These documents are still being worked on.  Action: The Chairman and Clerk to look at the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. It was noted that NALC have produced an updated version of the Financial Regulations.
104/19 Porters Lane and Plumford Lane
The issue of the overuse and misuse of the lanes has been a concern to the council for many years.  The new housing developments had led to an increase in HGV lorries and larger unsuitable vehicles using the lanes as a cut through.  The recent A251 closures had also put pressure on the lanes by causing more traffic to use the lanes. Cllr C Elworthy reported that ambulances had been using Plumford Lane as an access route.  Commercial vans such as those belonging to Gillet Cook were also using Porters Lane and Plumford Lane on their delivery routes.  The speed and the number of vehicles using the lanes are also of concern.  The lack of passing spaces, and the lack of white lines on Plumford Lane were also raised.  The parish council raised the possibility of seeking professional technical advice about the problem.  The council discussed arranging a site visit with Mike Whiting during which the width of the roads and dangers such as sharp bends with poor visibility bends could be looked at. The focus would be on one lane, looking at the width of the lane in relation to the width and length of vehicles. More “Unsuitable for HGVs”/speed/Quiet Lane signs at the A251 end of the lanes, and painting SLOW on the road might also be helpful to act as a visual deterrent.  

Cllr A Bowles provided contact details of the Engineering Solutions Manager at KCC.
Action: Cllr C Elworthy to send communications he had had with the Emergency Services to the Clerk.
Action: The Chairman to write to Mike Whiting about the traffic using Plumford Lane and Porters Lane specifically the size and weight of vehicles
Action: The Chairman to write to the Head of Lorenden School about the speed of vehicles in the lanes on the school run 
Action: The Clerk to write to Natasha Gothard and ask whether there was a specific policy on the route that the muck away lorries, delivery and white vans use to go to and from Perry Court
105/19 Planning 
Planning applications for consideration:
19/504084/FULL 2 Little Kennaways Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0AB. Proposed rear extension to replace existing conservatory and covered terrace. We have no comments.

19/504329/LDCEX The Studio Syndale Park Lodge Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent.  Lawful development certificate for the change of use of garage/office building to 1no. dwelling house (existing).  We comment as follows: we have no information to support or deny the veracity of the application.

19/504280/FULL 1 Elverland Cottages Eastling Road Painters Forstal Kent ME13 0RX.  Erection of a single storey garage attached to the side of the existing property.  We comment as follows: we feel it is unclear from the application how vehicles would access and egress from the garage. We would want to ensure that vehicles left the site in forward gear.
Planning applications pending:
19/504269/SUB Brook Farmhouse Whitehill Ospringe Faversham ME13 0DW.  Submission of details pursuant to Conditions 2: Samples of Kent peg tiles and cast iron rain water goods to be used, & 3: External boarding to be featheredged timber weatherboarding, and details of the colour finish to timber cladding to be used (original application ref: 19/501982/FULL).

19/503077/FULL Land At Woodhill Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0HA. Demolition of existing redundant outbuilding and erection of a building comprising of campsite reception, Office and 2no. holiday lets. Change of use of agricultural land and erection of 3no. holiday pods, single bay garage and plant room, new vehicular access, parking, amenity space and associated landscaping. Demolition of existing outbuildings.  
The council had raised concern about the second part of the proposal; namely the change of use of existing agricultural land and the construction of the holiday pod complex with the associated works and facilities, and in view of the number of objections received by SBC to the application we would ask that the application be taken to planning committee. Action: Clerk to contact the planning officer and ask that the application be taken to planning committee.  

19/502483/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Erection of 4no. specialist equestrian holiday lets and 2no. stable buildings, installation of new sand school and associated site works.

19/502484/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Proposed conversion of existing outbuilding Block 4 to retail use (class A1), replacement of outbuilding Block 5 with a two storey building to form 6no. retail units with office/storage space above, and erection of a covered walkway and lean to extension to Block 1 and associated parking. Erection of new bund to M2 with associated site works.  
The parish council had received resident correspondence about the upgrading/extensive use of the track at the side of the caravan park as well as regarding a goods vehicle operator’s licence which had been applied for by a business currently using one of the new agricultural buildings.

19/502977/SUB Scotts Oast Hansletts Lane Ospringe ME13 0RW.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 2 (Written specification of the thatching), Condition 3 (details showing a vertical section construction drawing of the eaves), Condition 4 (No hit and miss boarding is to be provided. Omitted from proposal in minor amendment application Ref: 19/502809/NMAMD), Condition 5 ( Details of the construction of the walls, plinth and fixed glazing), Condition 6 (details of the specific glazing system/products to be used for the glazed link), Condition 7 (Sample of weatherboarding (painted black) and photo), for planning permission 18/505500/FULL.

[bookmark: _Hlk14549363]There are a number of extant Perry Court planning applications as detailed in the July Minutes. 

SBC Decisions: 
19/503375/SUB Brook Farmhouse Whitehill Ospringe Faversham ME13 0DW. Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 2 (Samples of Kent Peg Tiles and Cast Iron Rain Water Goods) and Condition 3 (Colour Finish to Featheredged Timber Weatherboarding) Subject to 19/501982/FULL. Refused.

19/503053/FULL Bayfield Farm Outbuildings Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Kent ME13 0EG.  Conversion of redundant agricultural buildings to provide a single dwelling with a new link extension, garages, associated parking and landscaping. Approved.

19/502890/FULL  4 Bayfield Painters Forstal Faversham Kent ME13 0EF. Demolition of existing side extension and erection of a two side/rear extension.  Refused.

19/502809/NMAMD  Scotts Oast Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RW.  Non-material amendment: 1) East Elevation - The windows and the timber louvers have been removed and a new lean-to cupboard to house the boiler and refuse bins has been included. The wall and cupboard is to be clad in weatherboarding to match the external finish of the rest of the extension. 2) North Elevation - The louvers to the window have been removed, upon reflection the louvers were impractical for cleaning the large fixed pain window. The proportion of the window has been amended from being a full height window to a wide, but shorter window that would t within the oak framing of the structure and would provide a window seat internally. The North elevation is screened from view from the highway by tall hedging and shrubs and therefore have no adverse impact upon the street screen. 3) Roof - The detail of the thatch has been amended to reflect the typical ridge detail of the locality with a flush ridge with Hazelwood broaches, long rods and cross rods. 4) Roof - A black flue pipe from a wood burning stove within the extension to has been added to the North Elevation. 5) Glazed Link - The door to the garden from glazed link has been omitted to simplify the frameless glass details (relates to original application ref: 18/505500/FULL) Approved.

19/501555/Full Scotts Farm House Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RW.  Refurbishment and improvement of existing granary to provide ancillary accommodation. Approved.
KCC Decisions: 
KCC/SW/0090/2018 Land at, and adjacent to, Site D, Oare Creek, Faversham, Kent, ME13 7TX Redevelopment of an existing waste management facility and inclusion of additional land into a waste management use (part retrospective). Reported to KCC Planning Committee. Approved.

[bookmark: _GoBack]17/505079/OUT. APP/V2255/W/18/3212702.  Land At A2 London Road And Western Link Road London Road Ospringe Kent ME13 8TN.  Outline Application with all Matters Reserved for erection of 50 houses, provision of open space (1.1ha), new vehicular access, strategic landscaping and associated works. Refused.
106/19 Finance
The Clerk had circulated before the meeting a budget monitoring document and bank reconciliation as at 1st August 2019.
Payments for Approval: -OPC Current Account
Chq no 	1432	To Ospringe Parish Church for rent of room for September 2019 meeting £20.00
Chq no 	1433	To Streetlights LTD for 2nd quarter of maintenance contract	£231.78 incl VAT	
Chq no	1434	To K Lockwood reimbursement for printing of letters to residents £14.00
Chq no	1435	To K Lockwood -Clerk’s pay					£597.60
Chq no	1436	To ROSPA for annual playground inspection 			£145.20 incl VAT
Chq no	1437	To CPRE -annual subscription					£38.00
EDF bills:- 01 April – 30 June 19 £225.09 incl VAT
OPC Account receipts:-none 
Payments for Approval:- Allotment Account:- none
The main variances against budget had been reported previously at the July meeting.
The council had received an invoice for £49.50 incl VAT from StreetLights the lighting maintenance contractor for inspection of Column L.  Action: Clerk to contact the maintenance contractor to see whether the work would be included in the maintenance contract.
Cllr Bowles and Cllr D Simmons left the meeting 9.56 pm.
107/19 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk.
The council acknowledged the email from PFCA -Prof Bennett giving dates of the AGM and the public meeting with the architect and his plans.  Action:  The Chairman to arrange a date for councillors and PFCA trustees to meet – 30 September suggested by councillors.

The parish council had been emailed by a local resident about the parish council being responsible for the upkeep of the closed graveyard of the Parish Church and in particular the trees in the churchyard.  SBC had confirmed that they were responsible for the maintenance and the ward councilor confirmed that SBC’s maintenance contractor had looked at the trees within the last year.
108/19 Members’ reports
There was none save the concern among some residents that some areas had received the letter about having bonfires while others had not.  Letters are in the process of being sent to all households.   
109/19 Any other business 
The parish council had been informed that J Tovey had sadly passed away.  She had previously been a parish councilor and been actively involved in many community activities.  She will be greatly missed. It was agreed that an obituary should be put on the website and a card of condolence should be sent to her family.   
The meeting ended at 10.07pm.  Next meeting: 2nd October 2019 
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