Ospringe Parish Council 

_____________________________________________________________________

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 6th January 2011 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



J Dean-Kimili 
A Gillatt
C Hudson



M Seaman

 



R Simmons

R Taylor

L Melville – Clerk
Apologies:
J Newitt 


Cllr A Bowles

Cllr C Prescott

The meeting was attended by local resident Mr P. Murphy.

01/11
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted on 8th December 2010.
02/11
Matters Arising

Allotments Notice Board - Cllr Prescott’s funding contribution of £450 including fixing has been secured. Quotes for manufacture and erecting are being obtained.

Traffic Issues - No further progress on Stalisfield Rd junction, despite Chairman chasing Aprille Hall.  It was noted the knocked down road sign had been reinstated.

Posts on village green – the additional post was repaired and the contractor has now been paid.

Street lighting maintenance contract & lamp replacements – The Parish Council discussed the merits of part night (lights off 12.00-5.00am GMT) or full night time switches.  It was agreed not to make a final decision until consultations with parishioners had taken place;  Cllr Hudson will place an item in the parish newsletter seeking comments, and Cllr Gillatt will obtain views of local residents.

ROSPA Playsafety report – Chairman had not yet met with Dave Else to check the playground equipment, but his regular check-over did not reveal any problems.

Brogdale keeping of pigs – Clerk must contact Environmental Health at Swale to check if the necessary permits or consents have been obtained.
03/11
Parish Councillor Vacancy

The meeting was attended by local resident Brian Flynn who may be interested in joining the Parish Council. 

04/11
Planning


SW/10/1446 – Tootsie Farm, application to vary Condition 1 of permission (temporary 3 yr residency).  The Chairman will respond to Swale Planning. Additional correspondence had been received about this from local residents.

SW/10/1568– 2 Little Kennaways.  Cllrs Hudson, Seaman and Taylor declared an interest and left the meeting for this item.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would delegate commenting on the application to the Planning Sub-Committee.  Mr Murphy invited the sub-committee to visit his property on 11th January at 10.00am when a representative from Swale Planning would be in attendance.

SW/10/1558 – Kimberlea, Painter’s Forstal – single storey rear extension to form sun lounge.  No objections.


SW/10/1612 – 3 Scotts Farm Cottages – construction of detached summerhouse and garden shed structure and alterations to drive area.  No serious objections but the proposed building has a large foot print compared to the rest of the property and is in an elevated position relative to the surrounding area, so would be visible from a distance.


TP/11/2010 – School House, Painter’s Forstal, walnut tree. Notification of tree preservation order.

05/11
Finance


Allotments -Honoraria for Allotments Officers

It was noted that Alan Gidlow was last given an honorarium as Allotments Officer for the year to March 2008.  The Chairman proposed offering the honorarium since then to his widow.  Also his replacement, Tony Hoile, had been working very hard and it was agreed an honorarium should now be paid to him. Both Alan and now Tony have been consistently helpful in ensuring the smooth running of the allotments.

It was therefore agreed to pay an honorarium to Tony Hoile for 


January – December 2010 :

£240.00


It was also agreed to pay Mrs Gidlow for the work undertaken by


Alan in the period from April 2008 until he passed away :
£450.00

06/11
Precept 2011-2012

The Clerk circulated accounts for the current year.  This year there will be a projected overspend of £444 approx, something which had been foreseen when the precept was set last year.  It was unanimously agreed after debate and consideration of all the figures – and bearing in mind the current national financial situation - to maintain the precept for 2011-12 at £4,500 - the same level as the past two years.  It was however noted that this would create an accounting deficit which would need to be settled from parish reserves. It was also acknowledged that this could mean the precept next year may need to rise by a significant amount.
07/11
Correspondence


Swale BC – invitation to attend event ‘Core Strategy Question time’ on 15th February at 7.30pm; Clerk to reserve one place.


Swale Rural Forum – Agenda for next meeting, to be held on 11th January at 7.00pm.


Faversham Local Engagement Forum – minutes of last meeting and notification of next meeting to be held 15th March, venue tbc.


CPRE Protect Kent – Briefing on the ‘Localism’ bill.  CPRE are considering holding a seminar in early 2011, which a parish council representative should attend. Clerk to circulate the briefing information for discussion at the February meeting.


Faversham Enterprise Partnership – email of thanks for the £50 donation.


Dept for Culture, Media & Sport – update on the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Clerk to bring forward for next meeting.


KALC Parish News – circulated to Councillors.


NALC – Legal briefing on responsibilities for clearing snow on highways and pathways.


CAME & Co Parish Matters magazine.


Dorman – information on their ‘vehicle activated signs’ for sale.


Oast to Coast – passed to Chairman.
08/11
Dates of Meetings 2011-12

The Clerk circulated a list of proposed dates of Parish Council meetings for 2011-12. These dates were agreed. However the Clerk will enquire of KALC if it would be considered prudent to hold a Parish Council Meeting on 4th May – the day before possible parish council elections.

09/11
Members’ Reports 

Cllr Simmons passed a report on the latest meeting of the Lorenden Park Trust to the Clerk, to keep on file.   
10/11
Any Other Business


Land adj. Painter’s Forstal House - The Chairman reported that the Land Registry had made a mistake and the disputed strip of land had gone back into the ownership of Moat Housing, who now had to decide what to do about the trees that had been removed. Swale Planning were not proposing to take any action regarding the planning permission which had been issued despite the plans showed the extra land within the plot, but may seek revised landscaping details for the rear boundary.
Next Meeting: Wednesday 2nd February 2011 at 7.30pm 

Meeting closed at 9.30 pm
