Ospringe Parish Council 

_____________________________________________________________________

The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 5th October 2011 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



J Dean-Kimili 
B Flynn

A Gillatt

R Simmons

R Taylor

L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:
C Hudson



Cllr A Bowles 
Cllr C Prescott
The meeting was attended by one member of the public who wished to discuss planning enforcement matters
81/11
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted on 7th September 2011.
82/11
Matters Arising

Brogdale – Cllr Simmons declared an interest.  

There has been ongoing correspondence with Michael Moss, Enforcement Officer. He has been meeting separately with Environmental Pollution and Brogdale staff, and liaising with residents.  The chairman reported on a recent meeting of parish councillors with Ms Bernie Cranfield, the marketing & events manager where current issues and outline plans for further development of commercial activities at Brogdale were discussed.  Chairman to write and thank Ms Cranfield for her time and asking for a number of issues to be considered and addressed, including providing more information and engagement with local residents.  He will also ask her to attend a parish council meeting, particularly to inform the council on their proposals to expand.  There may be another event next year similar to the one held this year.  Chairman and Cllr Flynn to draft a letter to Swale BC with some initial concerns about this, with a view to securing that any problems might be lessened through early engagement.  

Swale Core strategy/A2 Action Group – This matter is ongoing.

Speeding in the Parish / Water Lane issues Cllr Dean-Kimili had been asked by several local residents to raise the issue of speeding along Water Lane from the church to Mutton Lane. Chairman will write to Aprille Hall and ask if a Highways Inspector could attend a site visit to discuss traffic calming measures.

Website and Facebook page – The 17th October website training day will be attended by 2 councillors. 

Land to side of Baybank – Chairman had done a land search to check ownership, Clerk to write asking them to see to the overhanging vegetation.

Future of Champions Hall – This matter is ongoing, Cllr Flynn will report further when the best course of action becomes clear.

83/11
Parish Councillor Vacancies


Councillors were urged to keep looking for suitable candidates to fill the two vacancies.


84/11
Swale Planning Enforcement Strategy


A strategy document from Swale had been circulated and was discussed. We recognise that the Enforcement team have to exercise discretion. We think that the threshold they are applying in this document (and in practice) is less rigorous than we would wish.  In our experience a number of what might appear to be ‘minor matters’, taken in isolation and treated with a ‘light touch’ can eventually result in a major problem.  On page 9 of the document, we would suggest that a planning issue should be regarded as ‘resolved’ when a planning application has been decided, not when it has been received.  The strategy as it is currently worded risks encouraging breaches of planning by appearing to specify a level of planning abuse which would be acceptable. With the resources available to enforcement they have as cited in 3.1 we would have thought they would be able to offer higher levels of engagement than the policy suggests.  Also more proactive enforcement, including monitoring of the Conditions attached to planning permissions, should be considered.
85/11
Planning


Land opposite Woodside – a local resident commented on what appeared to be a change of use from agricultural to domestic garden, with the reconstructed buildings having power and skylights and looking completely dissimilar to previously.  Jo Millard of Planning Enforcement had responded to the Clerk’s request and visited the site; she seemed to find nothing untoward but said that the site would be kept under review.  Clerk to draft a response to say the parish council is dissatisfied with this response from Planning Enforcement and asking them to consider that there seems to be a change of use from agricultural and every appearance of garden use. The use of the buildings also does not appear to be agricultural and some of the works carried out to the existing buildings have changed their form completely from open to closed. There may also be other development on the site.

SW/11/0933 – The Granary, Plumford Lane.  Reconstruction of conservatory roof. Notification of approval.

Tootsie Farm, Elverland.  The Appeal regarding the refusal to permit either a temporary or permanent extension to the caravan permission takes place on 1st November. It was agreed the Chairman would peruse the Appeal and offer further comments only where necessary as the Council had already made comments on the appeal against the refusal of planning permission.

CPRE had sent a booklet How to respond to planning applications.  Clerk to obtain sufficient copies for all Councillors.

A mailshot from an organisation ‘Planning Resolved’ offering advice on planning and neighbourhood plans.  Clerk to keep on file.

Swale BC: notification of the adoption of a Supplementary planning document ‘Swale Landscape Character and Biodiversity Appraisal’. This will now be part of the local development framework and will be considered in planning applications.

86/11
Boundary Commission – Review of Swale BC councillor numbers


Closing date for initial consultation is 24th October.  Clerk to draft a letter giving the Council’s main concern would be ensuring there remained sufficient Councillors to be able to represent their electors and deal with issues properly.

87/11
Finance


The Audit Commission had signed off the 2010-11 audit.


Receipts:


Swale BC half year precept and lighting grant
£2,965.00

Payments:



Faversham Trophies re Ospringe in Bloom
£67.25


Clerk various expenses

£119.48

 
Girlings solicitors (land search re Baybank)
£9.00


Cllr Gillatt Ospringe in Bloom expenses (receipts lost)
£22.00

Allotments Account:

G Smith for mowing Joyce Field x 2 invoices
£340.00

St Johns College rental for Joyce Field (Apr-Oct 2011)
£415.00
88/11
Correspondence


Selling Parish Council – email from Clerk to say they are aware of foliage issues on A251 junction with Porters Lane.

Direct Tech – report that they had fixed the fault on a light in Water Lane.


Swale BC Local Engagement Forum  - Terms of Reference circulated.


KALC – Minutes of Swale Area Forum held 5th September.


KALC – reminder of Finance Conference on 7th October.


KALC – notification of online members’ password and link to Parish News

Swale Joint Transportation Group – minutes of meeting held 5th September.


Action with Communities in Rural Kent – information about a bid they are preparing with a partner.


Swale BC – information on their Youth Forum


Swale BC – notification of an annual review of members’ allowances.


British Red Cross – letter seeking local fundraisers.


Oast to Coast – to Cllr Simmons.

89/11
Members’ Reports 

There were no Members’ Reports.
80/11
Any Other Business

There was no other business.
Next Meeting: Wednesday 2nd November 2011
Meeting closed at 22.20 
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