Ospringe Parish Council


The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 6th January 2021. Due to the COVID 19 situation and the change in regulations to allow Parish Councils to hold virtual meetings this meeting was held and accessible to councillors and the public via the Zoom.us website using the meeting ID: 847 3608 5045  Password: 122181.  The meeting commenced at 7.33 pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
B Flynn-Vice Chairman
R Simmons 
H Williams
C Elworthy

Cllr A Bowles. 

K Lockwood Clerk 
Apologies:
J Dean-Kimili was not able to attend due to ongoing medical reasons.  Unanimously approved.
A Greason due to work commitments. Unanimously approved.

Cllr D Simmons 
001/21 Dispensations
[bookmark: _Hlk27156036]Cllrs J Dean-Kimili, A Greason, H Williams, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept.
002/21 Public Participation
There were four members of the public in attendance.  One member of the public was in attendance to observe the meeting. The other three members of were in attendance to express their concerns about 20/505877/OUT, the latest Brogdale Farm application. It was agreed that the Council would deal with this application at this point in the meeting. The Chairman read out a summary of issues about the proposals in the application,  in order to assist discussion by the council.   The three members of the public concerned about the application agreed that the Chairman had provided a good summary of the issues with the application.  In addition to the points made by the Chairman, one of the members of the public raised the issue that the location was outside of the local plan.  Councillors also agreed with the summary of issues with the proposed application. Councillors reinforced concerns about the appropriateness of the site for a nursery, inadequate public and sustainable transports links, and  increased traffic movements particularly causing pressure on Brogdale Road and the rural lanes, which was not fairly represented by the traffic surveys. The lack of proper justification for light Industrial units at the location, noise pollution and concern over the use of the proposed new access entrance were also raised.  The discussion would form the basis of OPC’s response to the application. 

The three members of the public concerned about the Brogdale Farm planning application left the meeting at 8.22 pm 
003/21 Signing of Minutes 
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 2 December 2020.  
004/21 Matters arising
Highway Matters: The dip in Painters Forstal Road, at the back of the Alma still needs to be seen to.
Cllr Andrew Bowles had followed this up and would also be happy to speak to Alan Blackburn. 
The mud passing bays on Porters Lane are an outstanding issue.   The Chairman asked whether Cllr A Bowles would be prepared to follow this up. 
Action: The Chairman to contact Andy Watson
Cllr C Elworthy drew the council’s attention to the passing bays which had recently been created by heavy traffic use on Porters Lane and Plumford Lane, eroding adjacent hedging and farmland. 

Rural Lanes:- Cllr H Williams reported that the Freight Gateway website which had been used previously to remove Porters Lane and Plumford  Lane and Vicarage Lane from the approved HGV routing no longer exists but has been replaced by a lorryroute.com which you need to pay to join.  He had made contact with them and they were willing to work with the council to address the routing of HGVs onto rural lanes.  The council acknowledges that a number of measures were needed to reduce traffic usage of the rural lanes, rather than a single measure.  Cllr A Bowles offered to send the Clerk communications between KCC and Bapchild Parish Council regarding KCC funding of signage and other measures to discourage HGVs from using the local lanes.
Action: The Chairman to write to Michael Payne at Kent Highways about more signage at the A251 end of Porters Lane, and include signage for Plumford Lane and Vicarage Lane.
Action: The Chairman to draft an email to the Cabinet member for Highways at KCC, cc ing Cllr A Bowles regarding inappropriate use of rural lanes. 
Action: The Chairman/Clerk to draft a letter to the Clerk & Chair of Sheldwich PC as the poppy field falls within the Parish of Sheldwich.

Lighting: -Cllr H Williams had previously been in contact with a streetlighting maintenance company to quote for streetlighting maintenance. They had provided a quote for replacing column L but this did not match the existing contractor’s quote and the council has therefore decided to proceed with the existing contractor’s quote for the new pole and lantern.  Cllr A Bowles confirmed that many other local parish councils use the company currently used by OPC.
Action: The Chairman to give Cllr H Williams the contract with the existing maintenance company
Action: The Chairman to send off the cheque to UKPN so the work can be progressed.

Playground:-.There had been no further update on the tree that had shed a branch in May. 
Action: The Chairman to keep the council up to date with progress on this matter.

GDPR:- Cllr C Elworthy had sent councillors an email to get their councillor emails up and running.

Online Banking:-There are no further updates.
Action: Cllr B Flynn and the Chairman to meet and consider online banking arrangements and review the Financial Regulations. 
Action: Chairman to check the current Financial Regs which will need amendment.

Graham Middle & Syndale Park proposed care home planning application:-Action: The Chairman to respond to Graham Middle’s email to get an update on the progress of the  application  and to query Mr Middle’s assertion that the 2008 consent was granted. 

The Allotments:  In recent correspondence Savills had contacted the Chairman proposing an increase in annual rent to a lesser figure of £1,800 provided the review is settled without further negotiation.   Action: The Chairman to investigate the rent charged for other allotments and keep the council informed about negotiations with Savills.
The Chairman had been in correspondence with Michael Ellis at KCC regarding replacing a gate at the top (western boundary) of the allotment track.  KCC could provide a kissing gate for a heavily subsidised figure of £100, but installation would need to be done by the council.  There was a short discussion about whether a larger kissing gate would be better and whether a pedestrian gate should be considered instead.  
Action: The Chairman to contact KCC and enquire whether a larger kissing gate would be available for a reasonable price. 
Action: The Chairman to continue to get quotes for track repairs and fencing of new allotments.
Michael Ellis had confirmed that the footpath through the allotments was not closed.  There had been a discussion about this at the previous meeting. 
Action: Cllr B Flynn to put a notice on the website about the deadline for registering lost footpaths. 

Site Assessments:- Chairman would review the minutes for the meeting  when the Council had previously met to discuss the sites proposed for development by Swale BC as part of the Local Plan Review.  The council noted that Faversham Town Council had proposed a motion to request Swale BC to review the town boundaries under a Community Governance Review, possible involving moving the boundary south to the M2 motorway. This would impact land in Ospringe Parish.  The council had received notification that the boundary review would be discussed further at the Local Engagement Forum on 12th January 2021. OPC would be prepared to make representation if required.

005/21 Standing Orders & Financial Regulations 
Both documents continue to be a work in progress.
Action: The Chairman and Clerk to discuss 
006/21 Parish Councillor vacancies
The Chairman asked councillors to look out for suitable new recruits willing to demonstrate commitment. There were still two vacancies to be filled. 
007/21 Planning 
The Clerk had circulated a list of planning applications before the meeting.
Planning applications for consideration:

20/505877/OUT Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe ME13 8XUOutline planning application for mixed-use development comprising a nursery school and flexible workshop/business units (all matters reserved except access). Based on the council’s discussion of the application during the meeting and taking into account residents’ views, OPC’s response will be sent to Swale BC Planning Department.

20/505386/ADV Land At Perry Court Tettenhall Way Faversham Kent ME13 8XN.  Advertisement consent for internally illuminated double sided totem pole. No Objections.

20/506049/FULL Zandweg Mutton Lane Ospringe ME13 8UH. Erection of a single storey side extension and loft conversion with pitched dormer windows to front and rear elevations.  
We comment as follows: we are concerned at the increase in the habitable floor area and it is out of balance with the adjoining semi detached property.  We find the design to be unattractive and not in keeping with the other properties in the area.

Planning Applications pending: 
20/505438/FULL 2 Little Kennaways Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0AB.Part retrospective application for the construction of an agricultural barn.

20/505419/FULL Glendinning Brogdale Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Demolition of existing porch, entrance hall, conservatories and part of existing garage, and erection of a single storey rear extension, creation of a first floor office over existing garage, erection of a single storey infill extension between the garage and dwelling and a single storey infill extension to side, including internal alterations.

20/501715/FULL Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8RY.  Erection of 45 residential dwellings including associated landscaping, access and infrastructure. Amended plans 14.10.20 and 16.10.20.

20/504923/SUB Land At Perry Court Ashford Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 5 (Crime Prevention) Condition 6 (Extraction, Filtration, Air Conditioning, Ventilation or Refrigeration Equipment) Condition 25 (Cycle Parking) Condition 30 (Bat Sensitive Lighting Scheme) and Condition 31 (Ecological Enhancements) Subject to 18/503057/FUL

20/504528/SUB Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent ME9 0LB.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 12 (details of floodlighting, security lighting or other external lighting) in relation to planning permission 19/504117/FULL.

19/506013/OUT. Brogdale Collections Brogdale Farm Brogdale Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8XU. Outline Application with scale matters sought for proposed visitor information and learning centre to replace existing accommodation at Brogdale Farm.

19/502484/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Proposed conversion of existing outbuilding Block 4 to retail use (class A1), replacement of outbuilding Block 5 with a two storey building to form 6no. retail units with office/storage space above, and erection of a covered walkway and lean to extension to Block 1 and associated parking. Erection of new bund to M2 with associated site works.  Revised Plans. 

19/504263/FULL Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe ME13 0RH.  Erection of a first and second floor mansard roof extension to the main hotel building and a first floor mansard roof extension to The Mews building to provide a further 10no. bedrooms.  

20/501936/FULL Land At Perry Court Local Centre (Plot 4) Tettenhall Way Faversham Kent ME13 8XN. Erection of a retail terrace (Classes A1, A2, A3, A5 and D1). Amended Plans  04.08.2020

20/503107/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 5 (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design) Condition 13 (Staff Travel Plan) Condition 14 (Electric Charging Facilities) Condition 23 (Infiltration of Surface Water Drainage into the Ground) Condition 26 (Operation and Maintenance Manual for the Proposed Sustainable Drainage) Condition 28 (Extraction or Filtration Equipment, Air Conditioning, Heating, Ventilation or Refrigeration Equipment) and Condition 36 (External Lighting Scheme) Subject to 18/502735/FULL.

20/500918/SUB. Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3 (Materials) Condition 6 (Renewable and Energy Saving Measures) Condition 12 (Cycle Storage) Condition 17 (Hard Landscape Works) Condition 25 (Sustainable Surface Water Drainage Scheme) and Condition 39 Part 1 (Archaeological Field Evaluation Works) Subject to 18/502735/FULL  

20/501146/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details pursuant to conditions 7 (construction and environmental method statement), 18 (landscaping details), and 21 (piling works or other foundation design utilising penetrative methods) of application 18/502735/FULL

20/500397/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 2 (Details of car parking for the sports pitch, including the siting, number of spaces type of surface treatment, and measures to deter use other than in connection with the sports pitch) in relation to planning permission 17/506603/REM. 

19/502855/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of details and drawings pursuant to condition 13 (section/detail drawings) for planning permission 17/506603/REM.

20/504013/SUB Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 3 - Full details and sections of the above ground plant at the pumping station on the northern boundary of the site subject to 17/506603/REM. 

There are other extant Perry Court applications.

SBC Decisions:
20/504215/FULL Land At Homestall Hill Homestall Road Doddington Kent ME9 0LB Section 73 - Application for removal of condition 10 (Construction for BREEAM 'Good' Standard) pursuant to application 19/504117/FULL - Erection of a veteran's horticultural rehabilitation, social and community building. Permitted.

20/505492/TCA Bay House Painters Forstal Road Ospringe Faversham Kent. Tree in a Conservation Area notification - One Bay Tree - Fell. No Objections.

20/504220/NMAMD Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Non-material amendment: substitution of several house-types as detailed in cover letter - footprints to remain the same (original application 17/506603/REM). Permitted. 

Planning Inspectorate Appeals:
APP/V2255/C/18/3202648 Horseshoe Farm Elverland Lane Ospringe Appeal against Enforcement Notice Non-compliance of condition 2 of planning permission 15/505252/FULL. In progress.
 
APP/V2255/W/20/3247917.  1 Dawsons Row Water Lane . Swale BC ref: 19/505426/Full Change of use of land to residential garden. Erection of two storey rear extension and detached garage with room above (resubmission of 19/500343/FULL) In progress

APP/V2255/W/20/3253055. Black Cottages Mutton Lane. Swale BC ref: 19/504417/FULL.  Appeal Lodged with the Planning Inspectorate for Erection of 2no. dwellings as replacement of former dwellings, with associated car port.  In progress
008/21 Budget and Precept 2021-22
The Clerk circulated a draft budget document for 2021-2022 which if adopted and followed would result in a budget shortfall requiring use of reserves.  The document also included the known variances in the current year. The Clerk had also provided an estimate of general reserves. The draft budget was discussed by councillors. It was agreed that the budget shortfall could if felt appropriate be funded in part by a depletion of reserves and in part by a small increase in the Precept. The council feels that general reserves are not sufficiently high to accommodate the shortfall coming only from reserves. The council is mindful that it has been a difficult year for many and the Covid 19 situation may have adversely impacted the financial means of some residents, but also feels that a small increase in Precept is acceptable in the light of the fact that there has been no increase in the Precept for the last three years. 
The Chairman proposed that the Council adopt the budget for 2021-22.  Cllr H Williams seconded. The council considered and unanimously resolved to adopt the budget for 2021/22 .

The council unanimously resolved to set the Precept with an increase of 5% from the previous year to £7,875 for 2021-22.

There may be a possibility of some money from the ward councillor’s fund for eg further playground repairs. The ward councillor’s offer of assistance was gratefully acknowledged.
009/21 Finance
The Clerk had circulated before the meeting a Bank Reconciliation as at 5th December 2020.
The Clerk read out the main known variances for expenditure versus budget. 

OPC Current Account
Payments for Approval: -

Chq no 1490 cancelled.
Chq no 1491 To K Lockwood reimbursement for Zoom meeting for December only £14.39
Chq no 1492 To K Lockwood for printer ink and stationery £25.22
Chq no 1493 To UKPN for electric disconnection and reconnection of Column L, Bayfield £1,087.20 

Receipts: None to report

Allotment Account
Payments for Approval: None 

Receipts: None

EDF bills:- Nothing to report

The council briefly discussed whether taking out an annual Zoom subscription would be beneficial.  The council would consider next month when the council could or should (and if so when) meet face to face and whether it would be advantageous to allow councillors who could not attend meetings in person to join meetings virtually.  The council recognises that allowing residents to join virtually would enable some to attend a meeting when they might not otherwise be able to join but similarly acknowledges that not all residents are able attend because they cannot access the technology. 
010/21 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk.
011/21 Dates for meetings 2021-22 
The meeting dates were agreed. Action: Clerk to circulate approved dates to councillors.
012/21 Members’ reports:-There were none.

013/21 Any other business:-
Cllr C Elworthy read out a post on Painters Forstal Community Association Facebook page from the person who is trying to establish a smallholding on the old cherry orchard on the Eastling Road out of Painters Forstal, regarding complaints about their activities. The council discussed the change of use of land from the cherry orchard to keeping horses, sheep and smallholding, and the appearance of the smallholding. No formal complaints had been made to the council and Councillors were minded not to do anything other than monitor the situation. 
Restrictions due to COVID 19 may prevent a litterpick to go ahead in conjunction with Swale BC. The council would consider arranging an informal litterpick in the future.  
The council discussed a problem which had arisen with CountryEye. The council will return to this at the next meeting to ascertain if the problem has been resolved. 

The meeting ended at 9.46 pm.  
Next meeting: 3rd February 2021
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