Ospringe Parish Council 

_____________________________________________________________________

The Annual Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 20th May 2009 in Whitehill Chapel, Painter’s Forstal.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Present:

A Keel – Chairman



A Gillatt 
C Hudson


M Seaman


R Taylor (from Minute 51/09)


L Melville – Clerk

Apologies:
J Newitt

R Simmons





C Prescott
42/09
Election of Officers – Nomination of Andrew Keel as Chairman was made by Cllr Hudson, seconded by Cllr Gillatt.  Cllr Keel accepted and thanked the Council for their continuing confidence.  Nomination for Colin Hudson as Vice Chairman was made by Cllr Keel, seconded by Cllr Seaman.  It was agreed that Cllrs Simmons and Hudson would remain KALC representatives, and that the Chairman would ask Mike Barnett to continue as Tree Warden.
43/09
Signing of Minutes – All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted on 1st April 2009.
44/09
Matters Arising


New Model Publication Scheme – Chairman and Clerk finalising this for the website.


Flyposting – Clerk to chase Swale re signs at Brogdale and Churchmans Farm.

Allotments  Rents continue to be collected.

Porters Lane traffic issues – The Chairman had received an unsatisfactory response from Kent Highways so will again follow up. 


Street lighting maintenance contract  The Chairman will be signing a contract with Direct Tech from 1st June 2009 to 31st March 2010, for a service similar to that provided by EDF.  We will see how this goes and also see if progress has been made with a collective parish contract before renewing in 2010.
45/09
Lorenden Trust parish councillor vacancy

Cllr Simmons is a parish council rep on the board of trustees, and there is a vacancy for another parish councillor. As none of the other councillors can currently take on this voluntary role the Chairman will let the Trust know and inform them when someone comes forward.

46/09
Parish Councillor Vacancies


Clerk had been in contact with someone who may be interested; meanwhile, efforts to fill the two parish councillor vacancies will continue.

47/09
Annual governance and audit

The Parish Council reviewed the Annual Governance Statement in the annual audit form and discussed the internal audit process and financial risk assessment.  It was agreed that annual governance, internal auditing process and financial risk assessments had all been successfully completed and no changes to the processes in place were currently required.  Clerk to see if KALC have a model financial risk assessment document for use next year.
48/09
Annual audit


The Clerk circulated copies of the annual audit and bank reconciliation which had been signed off by the internal auditor, and it was resolved that the chairman could sign these off as well.

49/09
SW/09/0193: Littlebrook, Vicarage Lane – demolition and replacement of single storey extension.  Notification of approval.

SW/08/1326 New Barns, Box Lane – Erection of riding area.  Clerk to chase Swale for response as to whether the activity was within the permission granted.


SW/09/0273  The Manor House, Elverland.  Retrospective permission for fencing. No objections.


SW/09/0273  Meadowbank.  No objections


SW/09/0318 4 Parsonage Oast.  Replacement of windows with white uPVC and new conservatory.  Council believes that in the original planning approval for conversion of Parsonage Oast (over 20 yrs ago) there may have been restrictions on changes to fenestration and extensions to the original structure.  Clerk to check with planning.

SW/09/0280 Land adj. Forstal House.  Application for approval of details.  The council still consider the scale of the building is too large for the plot. The dwelling is too far forward on the plot, being very close to the public footway in contrast to the adjoining Forstal House.  The Council also remains concerned at the road safety aspect of having a new access onto the road at this point.

50/09
Finance


Swale BC in future will make payments by BACS.  The first half-year payment of precept has been received from Swale but not the lighting grant: Clerk has chased this up.  

 
The insurance renewal had been received from Allianz but did not include an increase of fidelity guarantee insurance to £15,000 as per our request last November.  Clerk has contacted Allianz.


Payments:


RSPB (re talk by Mr Brian Notts at annual parish meeting)
£30.00


Swale BC for grass cutting to include additional area*
£124.25


Action with Communities in Rural Kent annual sub 09-10
£35.00


Allotments

St Johns College half-yr rental
£325.00


Alan Gidlow allotment officer expenses April 09
£20.42

* Clerk to confirm with Swale that the contractors have been asked to mow the additional areas (Cades Orchard to Forstal).

51/09
Correspondence


Kent Highways: notification they have created a web portal for parishes to receive information which will also soon enable them to report faults online.


Kent Air Ambulance Trust: request to place textile bank in parish: Clerk to suggest Brogdale as a possible location.


Equality and Human Rights Commission: information for public sector bodies.


Swale BC: Notification of European elections. Clerk to place on noticeboard.


Kent Downs AONB. Information on a joint scheme with Kent Highways to provide 50%-funded village AONB signs.  Whilst recognising the benefits, the parish does not require replacement signs at this time.


Kent Highways: notification of speed limit review meeting.


Kent County Playing Fields Association: invitation to join.  


KCC Clean Kent Campaign: information on flytipping etc.


 KALC: Parish News, and notification of Councillors’ Information Day on Sat 20th June.

Southern Water: Business Plan 2010-2015


Komplay: play equipment brochure


Extensive Email correspondence with Swale and others re lorry parking on verge in Water Lane. They have now written to the lorry owners asking them to desist.


Action with Communities in Rural Kent: information on village halls – passed to Village Amenities committee.


Email from member of public about the allotments – litter, rubbish removal, dog fouling, and fallen tree branches. Clerk to write to Millers House about the fallen tree branches.

KCC: further dates for website training


Swale BC: Core strategy information on workshops


KALC: invitation to purchase Local Council Administration.  Clerk to order and Chairman to collect from their office.


KCC: Emergency planning training day Sat 3rd October – Clerk to diarise for September meeting.


KALC: notification of next meeting 1st June.


Swale Area Rural Forum: Agenda for next meeting, 1st July.


Faversham Local Engagement Forum: next meeting 9thJune


Journals received: The Orchid, Countryside Voice, Kent Voice, Oast to Coast

52/09
Members’ Reports


There were no Members’ Reports.
53/09
Any Other Business


The Clerk and Cllr Gillatt provided flyers for Ospringe in Bloom and asked Councillors to kindly deliver in the parish.
Next Meeting: Wednesday 10th June 2009 at 7.30pm 

Meeting closed at 9.40 pm
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