Ospringe Parish Council
The Parish Council meeting was held on Wednesday 2nd October 2019 at the Church of St Peter and St Paul, Water Lane, Ospringe.  The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm
Present:
A Keel – Chairman
[bookmark: _Hlk531978552][bookmark: _GoBack]R Simmons
C Elworthy
H Williams
B Flynn
Cllr A Bowles – arrived 8.09pm

K. Lockwood Clerk 
Apologies:
[bookmark: _Hlk500505118][bookmark: _Hlk500529042]A Greason 
J Dean-Kimili
Cllr D Simmons
110/19 Dispensations
Cllrs J Dean-Kimili, A Greason, H Williams, R Simmons, C Elworthy, B Flynn and the Chairman A Keel have been granted dispensations to deal with matters relating to the setting of the precept.
111/19 Public Participation 
There was no public participation.
112/19 Signing of Minutes
All were in agreement for the Chairman to sign the Minutes as a true record of the business transacted at the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th September 2019 save for item 105 under Planning Inspectorate Appeals 17/505079/out. APP/V2255/W/18/3212702. Land at A2 London Road and Western Link Road should read “in progress”. The official minutes were amended to reflect this .
113/19 Matters arising
Perry Court:- The Clerk had contacted Karen Dunn who thought that the pavement towards the junction of the A2 junction was under KCC’s jurisdiction. Karen Dunn is awaiting a response from consultees after they had sought further clarification on planning application 19/501564/EIFUL the variation of condition 37 of consent 15/504264/OUT.

Reports of bonfires in the parish:-  It had been the intention of the parish council for all households to receive the letter but Cllrs had been unable to distribute letters to all residents in the parish due to time restraints.  The letter would be posted on the website with a note saying there had been distribution problems.  It was decided that another letter should be distributed in May 2020 to all in the parish.  Action: Clerk to diarise 

Highway Matters: -The drains in the vicinity of the bottom of Bay Hill had been cleared.  The sewage had moved and there was a foul smell at the bottom of the pear orchard.  There had also been a foul smell by Brook Meadows and lorries had been several times to pump out the sewage.  Cllr R Simmons had contacted KCC about the matter.  The potholes outside Perry Court had also been reported.  It was noted that the earth bank had been removed just north of  the Perry Court Junction. 

The Chairman had been in contact with Gary Gibbs who had proactively cleared the roadside growth on the Well Lane and Faversham Road junction, which had previously been reported by a resident. 
There are a number of issues outstanding: the overhanging hedge on Hansletts Lane, the passing place on Porters Lane opposite peel House, the pot holes outside Perry Court, the need for white lines on the Plumford Lane and Brogdale Road junction, as well as “slow” signs on the Porters Lane.  
Action: The Chairman to contact Gary Gibbs about the matters. It was also discussed whether Cllr A Hook should be contacted about the pot holes outside Perry Court and the verge on the left hand side outside Perry Court.

Lighting: - The council is still considering the quote from UK Power Networks received for the disconnection, same day reconnection, repairs and repositioning of Column L.  Action: The Chairman to write to the 2 adjacent householders to ascertain their views and see if they have any concerns, and check whether the work is contestable.

Playground equipment: - Two -pack compound had been bought to put on the worn safety matting but it had yet to be put down. T Hoile had sent an invoice for the materials but not the labour for this work.
The Chairman and T Hoile had reduced the trip hazards caused by the tree roots and the sides of the matting poking up, noting that there are several areas of protruding tree roots which is inevitable given the trees in the playground and adjacent area.  T Hoile had  replaced the chains for the big swing and had repaired and tightened the bracket at the top of the big swing which had been highlighted in the RoSpa report. The Chairman had met with a sales rep from Wicksteed to obtain a quote for a modular climbing frame.
The Chairman is due to meet with Dan Gooch from SBC to discuss the playground and possible improvements.

GDPR:- the council is moving forward step by step.  Action: Cllrs A Keel, C Elworthy to progress setting up specific parish councillor email addresses via Zoho.  Action: Cllr B Flynn to purchase a domain name.  Action:  Clerk to check how Faversham TC acquired their .gov.uk address.

Porters Lane & Plumford Lane: - The Chairman and Cllr D Simmons have yet to meet with the strategic manager at KHS to promote the instatement of the passing bay opposite David Simmon’s orchards but they intend to do so.
 
Painters Forstal Sign:- The repainting and the installation of the sign was in hand.  The council had previously agreed to make a modest contribution.
 
Footpath on the Brogdale Road: - Action: Clerk to contact the Public Rights of Way Officer about the lack of signage on the temporary footpath, and highlighting the diverted temporary footpath.

114/19 Fly tipping 
There had been incidents of fly tipping in the parish; including on Porters Lane, at the Wilgate Green junction and in the wood off Plumford Lane.  Cllr C Elworthy had reported some of the incidents to Environment Health who had come and inspected but the dumped matter had yet to be removed.  Cllr C Elworthy had also used the Country Eye App to report fly tipping incidences.  Action: Clerk to create a log of incidents.
115/19 PFCA
The Chairman and some councillors had met with some PFCA trustees and representatives.  PFCA were reminded of the council’s concerns and the information still outstanding including an updated Business Plan. Prof Bennett reiterated that one of the difficulties was that the business plan needs to both satisfy the high expectations of the Lottery as well as have realistic projections on such matters as build costs, usage rates once built, income etc. He said that he could produce the revised plan within a week.  PFCA  did not make clear the amount they were asking the parish council to contribute. It was agreed that PFCA would be an agenda item for the November meeting but the parish council would need the updated Business plan from PFCA to consider the matter further.
116/19 Parish Councillor Vacancies
There are still two vacancies to be filled.  The Chairman urged councillors to look out for suitable 
recruits.
117/19OPC’s Privacy Policy and Retention Policy 
The council agreed to approve both the Privacy and Retention policies for 2019.  Only a minor amendment was made to remove the reference to CCTV in the Privacy Policy as this is not currently not applicable.
118/19 Standing Orders/Financial Regulations
These documents are still being worked on.  Action: The Chairman and Clerk to look at the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.
119/19 Porters Lane and Plumford Lane
The Clerk had contacted Natasha Harding to ask whether there was a specific policy on the route that the muck away lorries and other vehicles should use to go to and from Perry Court. Natasha Harding had responded that all vehicles use the A251 and London Road to access Perry Court.
Action: Clerk to ask Natasha Harding to request that all employees, sub contractors and contractors be asked not to access Perry Court via the country lanes.
Action carried over from previous meeting: Cllr C Elworthy to send communications he had had with the Emergency Services to the Clerk.
Action: The Chairman to write to Mike Whiting about the traffic using the Plumford Lane and Porters Lane specifically the size and weight of vehicles
Action: The Chairman to write to the Head of Lorenden School about the speed of vehicles in the lanes on the school run 
120/19 Planning 
Planning applications for consideration:
19/504263/FULL Judds Folly Hotel London Road Ospringe ME13 0RH. Erection of a first and second floor mansard roof extension to the main hotel building and a first floor mansard roof extension to The Mews building to provide a further 10no. bedrooms. We comment as follows: We support the applicant in their endeavour to improve the business and support the town.  We feel this development will assist this. We also support the improved appearance of the building in a sensitive location within Syndale Park and Syndale Conservation Area.

19/503248/FULL Churchmans Farm Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0HA. Alterations to internal layout, changes to fenestration and external finishes, for both barns 1 and 2 following Prior Approval Consent applications 18/503555/PNPA and 18/503568/PNPA.  We comment as follows:  we would prefer to see both buildings clad in similar materials and we prefer the cedar cladding which is more in keeping with the rural environment.

19/504417/FULL | Black Cottages Mutton Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 8UH.  Erection of 2no. dwellings as replacement of former dwellings, with associated car port.  We comment as follows: we refer to the comments we made previously in relation to previous development proposals on this site. These are set out below. There is nothing in the current application that causes us to change our view.
"The Council considered the views and objections made by local residents posted on the planning portal. Specifically, the Council concurred with the objections submitted by Margot Buchanan and Dr Liv Gibbs both of which reflected the council’s concerns. We also noted and agreed with the comments made by Kent County Council in its letter dated 11 May 2017 (which we appreciate pre-dates the current application. The Council stands by its previous objections to development of the sort proposed on this site".   "OPC is opposed to this development: it is in a conservation area and we are very strongly against the principle of development of dwellings in open countryside.   In addition we have concerns about the proposed design and the potential for overlooking neighbouring properties and the fact that local schools particularly primary schools are at full capacity.  We have concerns about road access bearing in mind the difficulties of the carrying capacity of the local rural roads network and the issue of the junction of Water Lane and the A2. "

19/504178/FULL Ashdown Water Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent. Demolition of existing bungalow and shed. Erection of 4no. terraced dwellings and 1.no detached dwelling with associated parking and gardens. We comment as follows:  we object to this application due to the following concerns: increase in traffic movements, air pollution and parking.

19/504737/SUB  Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Submission of details for approval pursuant to condition 29 (Prevention of Mud and/or Debris on the Public Highway) of planning permission 15/504264/OUT.We comment as follows: given the number of incidents of mud deposited on the roads we would want an efficient and effective means of preventing muddy vehicles from leaving the site. 

19/504392/NMAMD Land At Perry Court London Road Faversham Kent ME13 8YA.  Non-Material Amendment application to reduce the number of house type variations on approved planning permission 17/506603/REM.  We comment as follows: We would prefer a diversity of house types.  The reasons for changing seem weak and late in the day.

Planning applications pending:
19/504084/FULL 2 Little Kennaways Stalis􀂁eld Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0AB. Proposed rear extension to replace existing conservatory and covered terrace. 

19/504329/LDCEX The Studio Syndale Park Lodge Syndale Park London Road Ospringe Faversham Kent.  Lawful development certificate for the change of use of garage/office building to 1no. dwelling house (existing).  

19/504280/FULL 1 Elverland Cottages Eastling Road Painters Forstal Kent ME13 0RX.  Erection of a single storey garage attached to the side of the existing property.  

19/503077/FULL Land At Woodhill Stalisfield Road Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0HA. Demolition of existing redundant outbuilding and erection of a building comprising of campsite reception, Office and 2no. holiday lets. Change of use of agricultural land and erection of 3no. holiday pods, single bay garage and plant room, new vehicular access, parking, amenity space and associated landscaping. Demolition of existing outbuildings.  
The applicants had invited the council for a site visit before submitting changes to their proposals to SBC for the second part of the application; the change of use of existing agricultural land and the construction of the holiday pod complex with the associated works and facilities.  Action: Clerk to contact the applicant and ask whether the invite could be extended to neighbours and arrange some potential dates on the understanding that councillors’ views would not be regarded as pre-judging because of such a visit.

19/502483/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Erection of 4no. specialist equestrian holiday lets and 2no. stable buildings, installation of new sand school and associated site works.

19/502484/FULL Willow Farm Hansletts Lane Ospringe Faversham Kent ME13 0RS Proposed conversion of existing outbuilding Block 4 to retail use (class A1), replacement of outbuilding Block 5 with a two storey building to form 6no. retail units with office/storage space above, and erection of a covered walkway and lean to extension to Block 1 and associated parking. Erection of new bund to M2 with associated site works.  Action: Clerk to request that both applications be taken to Planning Committee.
The Chairman had contacted Heather Murton about the fence along the frontage of Willow Farm following concerns which had been raised, and Heather is currently looking into it.

19/502977/SUB Scotts Oast Hansletts Lane Ospringe ME13 0RW.  Submission of details pursuant to condition 2 (Written specification of the thatching), Condition 3 (details showing a vertical section construction drawing of the eaves), Condition 4 (No hit and miss boarding is to be provided. Omitted from proposal in minor amendment application Ref: 19/502809/NMAMD), Condition 5 ( Details of the construction of the walls, plinth and fixed glazing), Condition 6 (details of the specific glazing system/products to be used for the glazed link), Condition 7 (Sample of weatherboarding (painted black) and photo), for planning permission 18/505500/FULL.

19/504150/FULL Greenways Brogdale Road Faversham Kent ME13 8ST.  Proposed single storey side pitched-roof kitchen extension, detached garage and garage conversion, with associated landscaping. Noted 

SBC Decisions: 
19/504269/SUB Brook Farmhouse Whitehill Ospringe Faversham ME13 0DW.  Submission of details pursuant to Conditions 2: Samples of Kent peg tiles and cast iron rain water goods to be used, & 3: External boarding to be featheredged timber weatherboarding, and details of the colour finish to timber cladding to be used (original application ref: 19/501982/FULL). Approved.
Appeals:
17/505079/OUT. APP/V2255/W/18/3212702.  Land At A2 London Road And Western Link Road London Road Ospringe Kent ME13 8TN.  Outline Application with all Matters Reserved for erection of 50 houses, provision of open space (1.1ha), new vehicular access, strategic landscaping and associated works.  On going.  The council had received notification of the appeal hearing on 15th October 2019.
121/19 Finance
The Clerk had circulated before the meeting a budget monitoring document and bank reconciliation as at 1st September 2019.
OPC Current Account
Payments for Approval: -
Chq no 	1438	To Ospringe Parish Church for rent of room for October 2019 meeting 	£20.00
Chq no 	1439	To A Keel – disposal of spoil at Faversham Refuse tip															£20.00
Chq no 	1440	To Mary Williams for Ospringe in Bloom 				£50.00	
Chq no	1441	To Ospringe Parish Church for use of room for meeting with PFCA	£20.00
Chq no 1442	To Streetlights Ltd – call out fee & inspection of Column L Bayfield	£49.50 incl VAT
Chq no 1443	To Mr Fix It for materials to repair playground equipment/work on big swing £428.74
Receipts: - None to report.
Allotment Account:-Payments for Approval: -
Chq no 	0327	St John’s College – Allotment Rent 7/04/2019-11/10/2019		£500.00
Chq no 0328      Mr Fix It – Grass cutting 							£75.00

Expenditure verses budget. Main variances as previously stated in July meeting.
122/19 Correspondence
A list of email correspondence had been circulated before the meeting by the Clerk.
123/19 Members’ reports
Cllr R Simmons had attended Kent and Medway Hospital Partnership meeting; there were stands representing different aspects of heath and care, the lack of facilities for mental health was highlighted.  Cllr Simmons had also attended the KALC  SAC meeting; she reported that D Austin was the new chairman, there were presentations on Air Quality, Affordable Local Housing Needs and one given by the Police.  There had been a request made for parish councils to share their meeting dates.
124/19 Any other business 
An obituary would be put on the website for J Tovey.

The meeting ended at 9.31pm.  Next meeting: 6th November 2019 
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